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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 


Homecoming 
November  5,  1955 

While  it  is  difficult  to  make  it  as  a  positive  assertion, 
it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Homecoming  of  No- 
vember 5th  brought  back  more  alumni  than  any  preceding 
like  occasion.  The  first  Homecoming,  as  well  as  we  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  was  held  in  1923  or  1924. 

The  day  was  perfect,  brilliant  sunshine  with  a  nip  in 
the  air,  the  temperature  was  right  for  players  and  spec- 
tators  alike.     Though   the   foliage  surrounding  the   field 
had  lost  some  of  its  color,  many  trees 
still  held  on  to  their  leaves.    Moreover, 
the  alumni  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing   their    team    win    a    victory    over 
Washington  and  Lee  University.    The 
provided  football  game  has  always  been 
the  main  attraction  at  Homecoming. 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  exercises 
were  held  in  Johns  Auditorium.  The 
college  Glee  Club  gave  several  pleasing 
selections  and  the  Honorable  Frank  C. 
Bedinger,  '05,  of  Boydton,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Alumni  Association,  gave 
a  most  pleasing  and  stirring  talk  ad- 
dressed particularly  to  his  fellow 
alumni.  He  was  followed  by  Dr. 
Joseph  C.  Robert,  president  of  the 
College,  who  was  most  happy  in  his 
remarks  and  delighted  his  hearers  with 
his  humor.  After  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  P.  T.  Atkinson,  the  financial 
secretary,  the  gathering  disbursed  and 
lunch  was  served  in  the  Commons. 
Very  shortly  thereafter  everyone  moved 
down  to  Venable  Athletic  Field,  better 
known  as  "Death  Valley",  where 
Hampden-Sydney  was  the  victor  by  a 
score  of  35-7. 

A  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  oc- 
casion was  hot  coffee  and  light  refreshments,  which  were 
served  in  Gammon  Gymnasium,  immediately  after  the 
game.  Mrs.  Robert,  the  President's  wife,  was  the  origi- 
nator of  this  idea,  and  she  and  other  ladies  of  the  faculty 
presided.  This  proved  a  most  popular  innovation  and 
hundreds  availed  themselves  of  this  hospitality.  All  of 
the  fraternities  kept  open  house  and  most  of  them  served 
buffet  suppers  between  the  hours  of  5  130  and  7  :oo  o'clock. 

Altogether  the  occasion  was  a  most  auspicious  one 
for  Dr.  Robert.  So  many  of  the  alumni  and  friends  of 
the  College  were  thus  able  to  meet  and  to  hear  him.  One 
reason  for  the  large  turnout  of  the  alumni  was  the  de- 
sire to  see  and  meet  the  new  president. 
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Commercialism  In  College 
Football  Again  Under  Fire 

Senator  A.  Willis  Robertson,  a  graduate  of  Washing- 
ton and  Lee  University,  in  a  letter  in  opposition  to  sub- 
sidized football  has,  as  might  be  expected,  set  off  a  con- 
troversy.   He  is  not  alone  in  wishing  to  see  college  teams 
return  to  their  amateur  standing.    Certainly,  as  has  been 
said  many  times  before,  subsidization  has  gone  too  far, 
and   finds  many  besides  the   Senator  interested  in   doing 
away   with    the   system    now   in    practice   in   the   colleges. 
For  example,  as  Senator  Robertson  has 
pointed   out,   there   is  the  Ivy  League 
composed    of    Harvard,   Yale,    Prince- 
ton  and   five  other  institutions   in  the 
East;  after  the  season  just  ended,  these 
teams  will  confine  themselves  to  mem- 
bers  of   the   league   as   opponents,   and 
subsidization    of    players   is   being   dis- 
couraged.    For   many  years   Harvard, 
Yale,   and   Princeton   more  or  less  set 
the  standard  of  college  athletic  teams 
along  with  Pennsylvania,  Cornell,  and 
Columbia.      For    a    long    time    these 
schools    held    the    chief    interest,    but 
when     great    numbers    of    universities 
and     educational     institutions     in     the 
West,    Southwest   and    on   the   Pacific 
Coast  outstripped   the  eastern  colleges 
in    attendance    and    wealth,    they    de- 
veloped teams  often  superior  to  those 
of  eastern  colleges  and  universities  and 
subsidizing    players    appears    to    have 
been  the  rule. 

Alumni  in  colleges  have  been  anx- 
ious to  see  their  alma  maters  turn 
out  winning  teams,  and  many  of  them 
have  contributed  generously  to  this 
end.  It  will  take  a  long  time  to  bring 
about  what  Senator  Robertson  and 
many  others   would    like    to   see  accomplished. 

Hampden-Sydney,  while  it  cannot  be  accused  of  out 
and  out  commercialism,  can  hardly  claim  that  all  mem- 
bers of  its  teams  are  playing  for  the  love  of  alma  mater 
and  for  the  game's  sake  alone. 


Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  Robert  will  be  inaugurated  as  the 
seventeenth  president  of  Hampden-Sydney  College  on 
March  23.    See  page  ij. 
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Proposed  Constitutional 

Amendment  Dealing  With 

The  Matter  Of  Segregation 

The  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
holding  segregation  in  the  public  schools  unconstitutional 
has  occupied  the  thoughts  and  the  minds  of  man}'  Vir- 
ginians ever  since  the  rendition  of  the  decision. 

Governor  Stanley  appointed  a  commission  composed 
of  thirty-two  members  from  the  State  Senate  and  House  of 
Delegates  to  examine  the  effect  of  this  decision  and  to 
make  recommendations.  After  months  of  study  the  com- 
mission made  its  report  and  recommended  that  Section 
141  of  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  which  prohibits  the 
appropriation  of  public  funds  to  any  educational  institu- 
tion which  is  not  owned  or  controlled  by  the  State  Gov- 
ernment, be  amended  so  that  such  funds  might  also  be 
appropriated  to  be  used  in  private  institutions.  This 
would  permit  children  who  would  not  care  to  go  to 
integrated  public  schools  to  be  aided  in  their  schooling 
in  private  institutions  by  grants  to  parents,  guardians  and 
children  themselves,  from  the  General  Assembly  and 
from  governing  bodies  of  the  counties,  cities  and  towns. 

It  was  also  recommended  by  the  Commission  that  an 
extraordinary  session  of  the  legislature  be  called  to  act 
upon  the  question.  This  extraordinary  session  was  called 
by  the  governor  to  meet  on  November  30,  duly  met,  and 
among  other  things  recommended  the  calling  of  a  limited 
constitutional  convention.  Governor  Stanley  designated 
January  9,  1956,  as  the  day  on  which  a  state-wide  elec- 
tion is  to  be  held  to  determine  the  question  as  to  whether 
a  constitutional  convention  would  be  called  or  not  to 
act  on  the  matter  of  amending  Section  141  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Constitution.  It  will  be  followed  January  11  by 
the  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly.  Of  course, 
it  is  impossible  to  know  at  the  time  of  this  writing  what 
the  final  result  will  be. 

What  the  people  of  Virginia  are  primarily  interested 
in  is  the  question  of  segregation ;  but  the  fact  is  that  this 
decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  goes  far 
beyond  how  the  State  of  Virginia  shall  conduct  its  schools. 
If  the  Supreme  Court  can  wipe  out  sections  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Virginia  and  statutes  in  pursuance  of  such 
sections,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Court,  when  a 
case  is  properly  brought  before  it,  from  wiping  out  every 
section  of  the  State  Constitution,  as  well  as  every  statute. 

Of  course,  this  is  putting  the  matter  in  a  most  ex- 
treme form,  but  it  is  a  fact  nevertheless  and  not  only 
with  regard  to  Virginia ;  every  state  in  the  Union 
faces  the  same  situation.  The  Supreme  Court  can  in  this 
way  become  as  much  of  a  dictator  as  Stalin  was  and 
State  Sovereignty  will  be  gone.  Articles  have  appeared 
in  various  papers  calling  attention  to  the  danger  of  usur- 
pation by  the  Supreme  Court.  Jefferson,  Madison  and 
Washington  all  warned  against  such  a  situation  arising. 
It  looks  as  though  people  generally  have  gone  to  sleep 
and  it  has  taken  such  action  by  the  Supreme  Court  to 
arouse  them  to  the  danger  in  which  we  find  ourselves. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  while  of  course 
there  have  been  many  able  men  and  lawyers  on  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  greater  number  have  been  political 
appointments.  Virginia  should  and,  we  believe,  will  take 
the  lead   and   if  supported   by  enough   of  the  states  can 


call  a  halt  on  the  Supreme  Court  and  put  it  in  its  proper 
place. 


Richmond  University  Celebrates 
Its  125th  Anniversary 

Richmond  University,  remembered  by  many  of  us 
as  Richmond  College,  celebrated  its  125th  anniversary 
during  the  past  summer  and  fall.  It  was  in  the  year 
1830  that  the  college  was  founded  and  located  in  the 
then  West  End  of  Richmond.  The  main  building  was 
set  in  what  would  be  the  112th  block  West  and  across 
Grace  Street,  which  was  terminated  by  the  college 
grounds.  Ornamental  square  columns  were  erected  on 
each  side  of  Grace  Street  and  in  effect  constituted  the 
gates  or  entrance  to  the  college  campus.  This  institution 
was  founded  by  the  Baptists,  which  denomination  for 
many  years  has  been  the  largest  in  the  City  of  Richmond. 
Professors'  houses  were  located  in  the  same  block,  con- 
venient to  the  main  building,  which  was  not  unlike 
dishing  Hall,  but  gray  in  color  and  more  ornate.  For 
a  number  of  years  Richmond  College,  Randolph-Macon 
at  Ashland  and  Hampden-Sydney  had  approximately  the 
same  number  of  students  and  their  faculties  were  about 
the  same  size.  In  1895  Dr.  F.  W.  Boatwright,  then  a 
member  of  the  faculty,  quite  a  young  man  and  full  of 
energy,  was  made  president  and  under  his  direction  and 
guidance  the  college  grew  rapidly  and  became  the  Uni- 
versity of  Richmond,  the  T.  C.  Williams  Law  School 
constituting  the  legal  department. 

In  1914  the  college  moved  in  the  same  direction  as 
the  city,  which  had  "Westward  like  the  course  of  Em- 
pires taken  its  way,"  where  spacious  grounds  were  pro- 
vided and  an  admirable  plant  erected  with  many  hand- 
some and  well  equipped  buildings.  Westhampton  College, 
being  the  Women's  Department  of  Richmond  University, 
is  situated  on  the  same  ground  but  not  immediately  among 
the  buildings  for  men.  From  its  doors  many  men  of  high 
attainment  in  almost  every  field  of  endeavor  have  gone 
out — ministers,  teachers,  lawyers,  doctors,  men  of  busi- 
ness, and  those  who  have  served  the  State  and  Nation  in 
legislative  halls. 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  give  a  history  of 
this  fine  institution,  but  to  felicitate  Richmond  University 
on  its  125th  Anniversary,  to  convey  to  it  the  congratu- 
lations of  Hampden-Sydney  College  on  this  occasion,  and 
to  wish  for  it  many  more  years  of  service  and  achievement. 


The  Curriculum 

"The  curriculum  is  the  foremost  unsolved  problem 
facing  the  colleges."  So  spoke  a  noted  Southern  educator 
recently.  For  the  church-related  colleges  it  is  a  pressing 
issue  by  virtue  of  the  severe  competition  which  they  face 
from  the  large  state  and  private  universities  with  their 
expanding  curricula.  While  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
the  church-supported  institutions  should  remain  "liberal 
arts"  colleges,  this  provides  no  clear  formula.  For  of 
two   colleges   calling    themselves    by    this    honored    title, 
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one  may  stress  the  classics  and  the  pure  sciences  while  the 
other  may  offer  courses  in  business  administration,  music 
education,  teacher-training,  secretarial  work,  and  engineer- 
ing. How  far  should  the  liberal  arts  college  go  in  provid- 
ing vocational  studies  and  "life-need"  courses? 

This  dilemma  is  sharpened  by  two  considerations. 
One  is  that  even  the  most  conservative  colleges  offer 
"pre-professional"  courses  with  some  vocational  content 
such  as  vertebrate  anatomy  and  constitutional  law.  On 
what  logical  ground  then  should  the  line  be  drawn  be- 
tween pre-medical  or  pre-law  courses  and  other  voca- 
tional preparation  ?  The  second  consideration  is  that 
most  young  men  today  face  a  period  of  military  training 
and  hence  feel  that  four  years  of  "pure"  liberal  arts 
education  without  special  lifework  training  will  unduly 
postpone  the  starting  of  their  career.  The  high  cost  of 
each  year  of  college  education  today  adds  to  the  force 
of  such  arguments. 

A  second  dilemma  which  colleges  like  Hampden- 
Sydney  face  is  concerned  with  the  issue  of  breadth  versus 
depth.  Shall  we  continue  to  require  a  fairly  rigid  course 
of  required  studies  which  are  "good  for"  the  student 
whether  he  likes  them  or  not?  Or  shall  we  give  the 
student  more  freedom  to  the  end  that  he  may  choose  a 
field  of  concentration  in  which  to  excel  by  penetration 
far  beyond  the  elementary  stages  ?  The  motivation  of 
student  interest  and  the  stimulation  of  productive  scholar- 
ship seem  to  favor  this  last  alternative.  If  the  opposing 
alternative  has  as  its  end-result  a  smattering  of  many 
and  varied  subjects,  shall  we  be  turning  out  well-educated 
men  or  just  dilettanti? 

On  the  other  side,  it  may  be  contended  with  great 
cogency  that  men  of  broad  vision  and  wide  sympathies 
in  positions  of  community  or  professional  leadership  are 
the  answer  to  the  world's  greatest  need  in  this  age  of 
dangerous  nationalism  and  intense  specialization.  Hence 
at  least  a  few  colleges  may  well  give  themselves  to  the 
high  destiny  of  fulfilling  this  need.  But  should  we  go 
all  out  in  either  direction?  A  possible  solution  is  to 
insist  on  a  strong  foundation  of  Bible,  English,  natural 
and  social  science,  and  foreign  language,  then  to  permit 
the  student  to  choose  between  concentration  in  a  single 
field  such  as  chemistry  or  history  and  a  wider  area  of 
emphasis  sometimes  called  an  "interdisciplinary  major". 
The  former  is  desirable  for  the  future  scholar  so  that 
he  may  be  prepared  for  the  rigorous  exactions  of  graduate 
study.  The  latter  alternative  is  more  fitting  for  those 
who  will  enter  business,  medicine,  law,  or  social  work. 
Thus  it  is  better  for  the  pre-law  student  to  secure  a 
good  grounding  in  history,  government,  economics,  and 
philosophy  than  to  concentrate  heavily  in  any  one  of 
these. 

A  final  dilemma  is  that  between  fidelity  to  the  past 
and  openness  to  progress.  The  curriculum  is  both  a  means 
to  higher  self-realization  for  the  student  and  an  instru- 
ment of  service  to  existing  needs.  The  South  is  rapidly 
changing  from  an  agricultural  to  an  industrial  civiliza- 
tion. The  new  emphasis  upon  the  technical  is  shown 
in  the  expansion  of  physics  and  chemistry  courses.  It 
may  even  be  argued  that  from  the  Christian  point  of 
view  there  is  no  lower  or  higher  in  education  save  that 
of  responsibility  for  service.  Much  of  the  contempt  for 
vocational  courses  is  a  form  of  intellectual  snobbery,  it 
is  said,  which  comes  down  to  us  from  Aristotle  and  the 
ideals  of  a  leisure,  feudal  class.    Certainly  we  may  admit 


that  the  student  who  is  trying  to  fit  himself  for  retail 
merchandising,  pharmacy,  or  forestry  service  is  preparing 
to  serve  the  community  just  as  truly  as  the  future  doctor, 
lawyer  or  college  professor.  If  the  liberal  arts  college 
exists  to  develop  leadership,  it  cannot  justly  limit  itself 
to  any  one  type  of  leadership,  e.g.  professional  or  big 
business.  It  must  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  com- 
munity in  developing  responsible  skills  and  informed 
outlook. 

Yet  admitting  all  this,  the  heritage  of  the  past  is 
precious.  The  classical  world  has  bequeathed  to  us  an 
imperishable  legacy  of  cultural  forms  and  ideas.  The 
visions  of  Plato,  Augustine,  Dante,  Milton,  Kant  and 
Kierkegaard  should  be  part  of  the  framework  of  every 
educated  mind.  The  study  of  ancient  and  modern  lan- 
guage and  of  the  culture  of  the  East  is  a  wide  channel 
through  which  much  of  the  wisdom  of  the  past  and 
present  come  to  us.  Effective  thinking  is  developed  by 
mathematics,  science  and  syntactical  study  as  well  as  by 
formal  logic.  Above  all  the  Bible  and  the  Christian 
understanding  of  man's  relation  to  God  and  to  eternal 
values  should  be  kept  in  a  central  place  in  the  curriculum, 
from  thence  pervading  the  whole  with  saving  truth  and 
ideals  of  compassionate  service. 

— D.  M.  A. 


INTERESTING   ITEMS 

•  Mary  Baldwin  College  is  increasing  its  tuition  fee 
next  year  by  $150  for  boarding  students.  The  new 
comprehensive  fee  for  boarding  students  will  then  be 
$1,650.  The  additional  income  will  be  used  to  increase 
faculty  salaries  for  1956-57  from  8  to  TO  per  cent.  A 
recent  survey  of  28  women's  colleges  across  the  nation 
showed  that  Mary  Baldwin  faculty  salaries  were  far 
below  the  average.  Salary  ranges  in  the  28  schools  were 
from  $2,970  to  $7,880.  The  present  range  at  Mary 
Baldwin  is  $2,800  to  $4,400. 

•  Today's  students  know  less  about  spelling  and 
grammar  than  those  of  a  generation  ago,  according  to  an 
experiment  by  Oregon  State's  Department  of  English. 
1,800  freshmen  were  given  the  same  examination  as  was 
given  in  1927,  and  averaged  66  errors  on  163  questions. 
In  1927  they  made  53  errors  on  the  same  163  questions. 
Words  such  as  similar,  laboratory ,  and  apologize  caused 
much  more  trouble  today.  One  private  guess  as  to  the 
reason:  decline  of  high  school  Latin. 


FOR  SALE  AT  COST 

A  limited  number  of  copies  of  the  latest 
issue  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  Alumni  Cata- 
logue, covering  the  classes  of  1940-1949. 
Lists  all  members  of  those  classes  with  their 
subsequent  history  in  brief. 

Send  $1.50  to  the  Hampden-Sydney  Alumni 
Association,   Hampden-Sydney,  Virginia. 


The  Record  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  Alumni  Association 


The   President's   Page 


This  particular  report  to  the  alumni  is  freighted  with 
a  mixture  of  items,  both  large  and  small. 

Our  fall  week  of  religious  emphasis,  under  the  spon- 
sorship and  management  of  the  Student  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, brought  to  the  campus  five  speakers,  men  promi- 
nent in  their  professions,  who  conducted  a  notable  series 
of  services,  formal  and  informal.  The  program  repre- 
sented the  University  Christian  Mission  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  Repeatedly  students  stopped  me 
on  the  campus  to  report  their  appreciation  of  these  men 
and   their  persuasive  testimony. 

The  Library  is  benefiting  from  the  challenge  fund 
of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States.  In  addition  Mr.  Grier 
reports  a  large  number  of  gift  volumes,  about  which  you 
will  doubtless  read  in  this  or  in  later  issues  of  The 
Record.  I  might  add  here  that  he  is  working  to  im- 
prove the  lighting  in  the  main  reading  room.  The 
Library  is  sponsoring  a  series  of  local  radio  broadcasts 
entitled  "People,  Places  and  Books",  The  Gilbert  Highet 
Program. 

As  you  were  informed  in  the  October,  1955,  issue  of 
this  periodical,  the  session  opened  with  a  capacity  en- 
rollment. This  fact  invites  the  comment  that  if  you  have 
young  friends  who  are  qualified  for  admission,  they  should 
be  encouraged  to  apply  early  if  their  applications  are  to 
be  given  proper  consideration.  And  they  should  take 
the  College  Entrance  Board  Examinations,  now  urgently 
recommended  for  all  who  are  applying  for  admission.  None 
of  us  should  be  complacent  in  this  matter  of  obtaining 
new  students  of  proper  caliber.  Because  of  energetic 
public  relations  programs  of  other  institutions,  some  of 
them  in  the  distant  northeast,  and  because  of  handsome 
scholarship  programs  which  we  cannot  at  this  time  match, 
Hampden-Sydney  is  not  receiving  applications  from  many 
men  who  would  be  described  by  those  who  know  our 
traditions   and    our   standards   as   "Hampden-Sydney  ma- 


terial.-' Here  is  an  opportunity  for  all  alumni,  and 
especially  for  those  who  are  conscientiously  anxious  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  college  but  feel  that  for  the 
moment  they  must  concentrate  on  non-financial  efforts. 

Any  person  who  can  read  (and  we  trust  that  this 
phrase  embraces  every  Hampden-Sydney  alumnus!)  knows 
that  the  Tigers  completed  an  extremely  successful  foot- 
ball season,  having  won  all  but  one  of  their  games,  and 
losing  that  by  the  slim  margin  of  six  to  seven.  Of  course, 
all  are  happy  that  Messrs.  Hickey,  Thalman,  Miller 
and  company  produced  a  near-perfect  record,  but  our 
real  satisfaction  comes  from  seeing  the  coordination,  the 
teamwork  of  a  group  of  hard-playing  boys,  who  consist- 
ently say  that  they  like  what  they  are  doing.  And  as  we  see 
it  here,  that  is  the  essence  of  our  kind  of  football.  The 
happiest  feature  of  the  Randolph-Macon  game — and  there 
were  happy  features — was  the  sight  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Gammon,  who  drove  to  Ashland  from  Richmond  to  en- 
joy the  sunshine  and  the  company  of  their  host  of  friends. 

Doubtless  every  alumnus  who  was  here  for  Home- 
coming has  his  own  distinctive  set  of  recollections.  As 
for  myself,  I  remember  a  football  game,  the  happy  meet- 
ing with  many  alumni  and  their  families  at  the  post- 
game  coffee  hour,  but  especially  do  I  recall  the  moving 
talk  by  Mr.  Bedinger,  president  of  the  General  Alumni 
Association,  who  analyzed  the  college,  its  contributions, 
and  its  needs. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  visit  with  alumni  in 
various  parts  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard  during  the  last 
few  weeks.  Their  favorite  subject  of  conversation  is 
the  great  teacher  or  teachers  who  influenced  their  lives. 
As  the  months  go  by  all  of  us,  alumni,  trustees,  and  ad- 
ministrators, must  think  more  and  more  of  the  professor- 
student  relationship  and  the  things  that  we  must  do  to 
insure  continuance  of  the  great  tradition  of  good  teach- 
ing. To  avoid  what  one  speaker  has  termed  the  menace 
of  mediocrity  which  confronts  our  colleges,  we  must 
remember  that  there  never  has  been  a  great  school  with- 
out great  teachers.  And  we  must  see  to  it  that  life  is 
tolerable  and  the  future  is  secure  for  them.  At  the  present 
moment  we  are  studying  a  retirement  program  such  as 
most  other  good  schools  initiated  some  time  ago. 

Recently  I  have  talked  with  thoughtful  alumni  who 
see  in  their  mind's  eye  not  only  the  last  two  centuries, 
but  the  next  two.  As  they  modestly  told  me  of  their 
dreams  for  this  institution  which  gave  them  so  much,  and 
of  their  specific  proposals  to  do  their  share  in  building 
an  even  stronger  Hampden-Sydney,  I  could  not  help 
but  rejoice  to  be  part  of  this  great  plan.  Their  lengthened 
shadows  will  be  this  institution  tomorrow;  they  will 
share  in  sustaining  future  generations  on  the   Hill. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Joseph  C.  Robert 
President 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  word  from  Dr.  Frank  S.  Johns, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  the  college 
is  requested  to  hold  inaugural  exercises  early  in  the 
spring.  If  we  are  to  have  these  exercises,  let  us  use 
them  as  a  time  for  stock-taking,  a  time  for  reviewing 
and  revealing  the  distinctive  traits  of  this  institution. 
March  23  has  been  picked  as  the  date. 
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CAMPUS   NEWS 


\\  AVLAM)    r  HOTO 


HOMECOMING  CROWD  ENTERING  THE  COMMONS 
.    .    .   dt  licious  food  \ 

The  1955  Homecoming 

From  the  over-all  standpoint  of  attendance,  warm  and 
festive  spirit,  weather,  music  and  the  game,  the  1955 
Homecoming  is  to  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  finest 
within  recent  memory.  All  who  participated  in  the  day's 
program — speakers,  musicians,  football  players,  providers 
of  food,  and  the  rest — did  their  utmost  to  make  this  No- 
vember 5  a  memorable  day. 

By  the  time  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  Alumni 
Association  in  Johns  Auditorium  at  1 1  :00  a.m.,  an  un- 
usually large  assembly  of  alumni,  their  families,  and 
friends  had  gathered.  After  the  Rev.  John  W.  Sherman, 
31,  of  Pearisburg,  had  pronounced  the  invocation,  the 
Glee  Club,  making  its  first  appearance  under  the  di- 
rection of  Professor  T.  E.  Crawley,  '41,  since  his  return 
to  Hampden-Sydney,  gave  an  unusually  good  perform- 
ance of  three  numbers:  "May  Now  Thy  Spirit,  O  Father, 
Descend  Upon  Us"  ( Schuetky-Treharne),  "The  Crea- 
tion"   (Richter),   and    "Stouthearted    Men"    (Romberg). 


The  Honorable  Frank  C.  Bedinger,  '05,  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  prefaced  his  remarks  with  a 
complimentary  reference  to  Hampden-Sydney's  unde- 
feated football  team  and  a  prediction  that  it  would  re- 
main undefeated  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  He  recalled 
the  first  Hampden  Sydney  team  he  had  seen,  the  one  of 
1900,  which  had  included  such  stalwarts  as  Samuel  Os- 
borne, Thomas  Hooper,  William  M.  Kemper,  Bob  Henry, 
Bob  Graham  and  J.  H.  Rudy.  As  an  example  to  more 
recent  teams,  this  was  the  team,  he  said,  which  had  played 
three  games  in  one  week  end,  and  won  them  all. 

Hampden-Sydney,  Mr.  Bedinger  pointed  out,  is  in  a 
precarious  position.  American  colleges  may  be  divided 
into  three  classes:  the  state-supported  schools,  the  large 
and  rich  private  schools,  and  the  smaller  schools.  The 
first  two  have  adequate  financial  support,  but  the  last 
group  have  a  tremendous  struggle  for  existence.  Hamp- 
den-Sydney, one  of  this  number,  has  survived  since  177'). 
In  the  main,  it  has  to  depend  on  funds  from  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  from  its  alumni. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  about  4,500  alumni.  If 
each  of  these  contributed  twenty-five  dollars  each,  this 
would  mean  a  sum  of  over  $100,000  for  the  College. 
However,  less  than  a  fourth  (1,066  last  year)  contribute 
to  the  alumni  fund.  Mr.  Bedinger  concluded  with  an 
appeal  to  the  alumni  to  remember  that  the  College  needed 
them  and  their  support  if  it  was  to  prosper. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Robert,  the  new  president  of  Hamp- 
den-Sydney, was  introduced  and  spoke  briefly.  He  saw 
in  the  alumni  gathered  there  the  evidence  as  to  "why 
we  are  here  and  what  we  are  going  to  be  in  the  future." 
He  spoke  of  his  elation,  as  he  traveled  about  the  state, 
at  the  high  place  of  the  school  as  reflected  in  the  lives 
of  its  alumni.  "No  school  is  more  generally  respected 
than  Hampden-Sydney,"  another  educator  had  told  him. 
New  evidence  of  high  standing  appears  in  a  recent  survey 
of  Ph.D.  degrees  in  natural  science  earned  from   1936  to 
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1950.  According  to  this  report,  Hampden-Sydney,  in 
proportion  to  its  size,  was  well  out  in  front. 

However,  Dr.  Robert  continued,  we  must  continue  to 
move  ahead.  The  College  is  living  on  borrowed  time, 
so  far  as  the  staff  is  concerned.  Master  carpenters  are 
paid  more  than  Hampden-Sydney  faculty  members.  As 
replacements  become  necessary,  it  is  going  to  be  hard  to 
sell  new  teachers  on  the  present  salary  scale. 

Dr.  Robert  again  characterized  the  alumni  as  evidence 
of  the  past  and  promise  of  the  future,  and  hoped  that 
the  present  occasion  might  be  repeated  many  times  over. 

^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  P.  Tulane  Atkinson,  '07,  treasurer  of  the  Col- 
lege, followed  with  a  few  words  and  announcements.  He 
said  he  had  blushed  as  his  two  friends  spoke  of  money. 
(Laughter.)  He  wouldn't  have  changed  a  word  they 
said,  but  on  such  a  happy  day  he  couldn't  think  of  dollars 
and  cents.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Atkinson  invited  all  to  attend  the  luncheon  at 
the  Commons  as  guests  of  the  College,  and  announced 
that  the  Halifax  County  High  School  Band,  which  was 
to  perform  during  the  luncheon  hour  and  at  the  football 
game,  had  been  brought  to  Hampden-Sydney  by  the  Hali- 
fax County  Alumni  Chapter. 

5fc  *  >H 

The  luncheon,  prepared  by  Mrs.  Lena  Dorman  and 
her  efficient  helpers,  was  delicious.  The  band  music  was 
inspiring.  The  football  game,  played  with  Washington 
and  Lee  and  won  by  Hampden-Sydney,  35  to  7,  was 
exhilarating,  at  least  to  the  home  side.  The  gymnasium, 
with  its  new  addition,  was  filled  with  the  after-game 
crowd  come  to  partake  of  coffee  and  cakes  provided  by 
the  College  for  its  guests.  Many  inspected  the  home- 
coming decorations  erected  outside  the  various  student 
houses.  The  prize  for  the  best  decoration,  twenty-five 
dollars,  was  won  by  the  Independents. 

The  general  gaiety  continued  on  into  the  evening  as 
the  various  houses  entertained  their  members  and  guests 
with  buffet  suppers,  and  the  German  Club  furnished  the 
strains  of  Norman  Bennett  and  his  orchestra  for  those 
who  were  inclined  to  dance. 


1955  Kaleidoscope  Dedicated 
To  P.  T.  Atkinson,  '07 

There  is  probably  no  man  at  Hampden-Sydney  today 
with  a  wider  acquaintanceship  among  its  alumni  and  stu- 
dents than  the  genial  treasurer  of  the  College,  P.  Tulane 
Atkinson,  '07.  It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  them  all  to  know 
that  the  1955  Kaleidoscope  (Fred  M.  Hodges,  Jr.,  '56, 
editor)  was  dedicated  to  Mr.  Atkinson,  in  the  following 
words : 

For  his  many  years  of  outstanding  service  to  Hamp- 
den-Sydney; 

For  ahvays  having  a  kind  ivord  and  a  smile  for 
everyone; 

For  his  encouragement  and  invaluable  aid  to  many 
a  struggling  Kaleidoscope  editor; 

For  being  a  loyal  Tiger  at  all  times: 

It  is  with  the  sinr.erest  pleasure  that  lue,  the  staff 
of  the  1955  Kaleidoscope,  dedicate  this  fifty-ninth  volume 


P.  TULANE  ATKINSON,  '07 
.   .   .   true  Hampden-Sydney  gentleman 

to   PAUL    TULANE  ATKINSON,    Treasurer   of   the 
College  and  true  Hampden-Sydney  gentleman. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  1939  edition  of 
The  Kaleidoscope  was   also  dedicated   to   Mr.   Atkinson. 

Hampden-Sydney  Receives 
Ford  Foundation  Money 

Hampden-Sydney  has  been  allotted  $74,300  by  the 
Ford  Foundation  as  an  endowment  grant.  The  income 
from  this  money  is  to  be  used  for  increasing  faculty 
salaries. 

This  generous  gift  is  part  of  a  $500,000,000  appro- 
priation by  the  Ford  Foundation  for  regionally  accredited, 
privately  supported  colleges  and  universities  and  for  priv- 
ately supported  hospitals. 

615  colleges  and  universities  shared  in  this  gift.  Fif- 
teen were  located  in  Virginia. 

Hampden-Sydney 's  share  of  the  total  sum  was  based 
on  its  approximate  1954-55  payroll. 

When  the  appropriation  was  announced  in  March, 
T955>  Henry  Ford  II,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Foundation,  said : 

"All  the  objectives  of  higher  education  ultimately  de- 
pend upon  the  quality  of  teaching.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Foundation's  trustees,  private  and  corporate  philan- 
thropy can  make  no  better  investment  of  its  resources 
than  in  helping  to  strengthen  American  education  at  its 
base — the  quality   of   its   teaching  .   .   . 

"Nowhere  are  the  needs  of  the  private  colleges  more 
apparent  than  in  the  matter  of  faculty  salaries.  Merely 
to  restore  professors'  salaries  to  their  1939  purchasing 
power  would  require  an  average  increase  of  at  least  20 
per   cent.     Even   this   would    not   bring  teachers   in   our 
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private  colleges  to  their  economic  position  before  World 
War  II  in  relation  to  that  of  other  professions  and  occu- 
pations. They  have  not  begun  to  share  the  benefits  of 
the  expanded  productive  power  of  this  nation,  and  the 
whole  educational  system  suffers  from  this  fact. 

"Industry,  commerce,  government,  the  arts,  the 
sciences  and  the  professions — indeed  our  whole  way  of 
life  depend  heavily  upon  the  quality  of  our  education. 
Recognizing  this  fact,  the  Trustees  of  the  Ford  Founda- 
tion want  to  do  everything  they  can  to  emphasize  the 
cardinal  importance  of  the  college  teacher  in  our  society.'" 


College  Honors 


Hampden-Sydney  students  won  the  following  honors 
and  awards  during  the  fall  season : 

•  Seniors  Lawrence  H.  Hoover,  Phillip  W.  Key,  Roy- 
ster  Lyle,  Jr.,  John  F.  Richards,  and  James  H.  Smith: 
election  to  Who's  Who  Among  Students  in  American 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

•  Seniors  James  S.  White  and  Robert  M.  Pilcher,  and 
Juniors  George  C.  Bird  and  Henry  H.  McVey  III: 
election  to  Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  honorary  leadership 
society. 

•  James  N.  Boyd :  the  OAK  cup  for  the  outstanding 
freshman  of  1954-55. 

•  Junior  Douglas  Houck :  a  certificate  as  one  of  the 
eight  top  scorers  in  the  annual  Tau  Kappa  Alpha  state 
debate  tournament.  He  was  tied  for  third  in  the  rank- 
ings. Mr.  Houck  also  won  a  prize  of  $100  offered  by 
the  state  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  for  the  best  essay 
written  on  a  military  or  economic  phase  of  the  American 
Revolution.    His  subject  was  the  Battle  of  Cowpens. 

•  The  Chi  Phi  fraternity:  a  trophy  for  the  1954-55 
intramural  athletic  championship. 

•  William  Lee  Odom :  the  third  annual  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
award  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  junior  with  the  highest 
scholastic  average  during  his  first  two  years  at  Hampden- 
Sydney. 

•  The  Independent  Organization :  a  loving  cup  and 
check  for  twenty-five  dollars,  given  by  the  Interfraternity 
Council,  for  the  best  homecoming  decoration. 

The  Venable  Establishment 


(Continued) 


Further  identification  of  Hampden-Sydney  students 
appearing  in  the  1893  photograph  of  the  Venable  family 
and  their  boarders  has  come  in.  This  picture  appeared  on 
page  11  of  the  October  1955  Record.  Mr.  George  M. 
Bowers,  'n,  of  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  wrote  Treasurer  P. 
Tulane  Atkinson  that  he  believed  the  young  man  standing 
at  the  extreme  right,  holding  a  derby  hat,  was  his  uncle, 
the  late  Stewart  Strong,  '94.  Mr.  Strong  was  at  Hamp- 
den-Sydney from  1890  to  1893,  and  this  tallies  with  the 
date  of  the  photograph.  He  later  operated  a  large  farm 
at  Invvood,  Berkeley  County,  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  Strong  left  three  children:  Thomas  Strong,  now 


living  in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Mrs.  Paul  Kline  of  Inwood, 
West  Va. ;  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Grove  of  Martinsburg, 
W.  Va. 

Mr.  Bowers  wrote  that  he  showed  the  picture  to  Mrs. 
Grove  and  Sheriff  Strong  Lewis,  an  old  friend,  and  they 
were  all  of  the  opinion  that  the  student  in  question  was 
indeed    Stewart  Strong. 

*  *  * 

Our  faithful  informant,  Samuel  D.  Rodgers,  '95,  of 
Petersburg,  identified  four  of  the  others.  The  young  lad 
near  the  center  rear,  with  his  head  against  the  post  next 
to  Miss  Susie  Venable,  is  Rives  Fleming,  '96,  of  Richmond. 
The  student  standing  second  from  the  right  in  the  second 
row,  with  his  hand  on  Stewart  Strong's  shoulder,  is  Em- 
mett  B.  Druen,  '95,  of  Belona,  Va.  He  became  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  and  was  drowned  some  years  ago.  Next 
to  him  on  the  left  is  Howard  L.  Swineford,  '96,  of  Rich- 
mond. The  lad  sitting  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  first 
row  is  Samuel  T.  Atkinson,  '96,  of  Richmond. 

*  *  * 

The  Record  is  grateful  for  this  help  from  Mr. 
Rodgers  and  Mr.  Bowers,  and  would  appreciate  any  fur- 
ther aid  in  identifying  these  students  of  a  past  generation. 

Church  Affiliation  Of  Students 

98.1%  of  this  year's  student  body  are  members  of 
some  Christian  church.  In  an  enlarged  student  body, 
Presbyterians  show  some  increase  both  numerically  and  in 
percentage;  they  now  constitute  34%  of  all  the  students, 
compared  with  32.9%  last  year,  30.5%  in  1953-54  and 
28.4%  in  1952-53.  Episcopalians,  still  in  second  place, 
held  their  own  in  numbers  but  slipped  in  percentage 
from  23.8%  in  1954-55  to  22.2%  this  year.  Methodists, 
up  from  61  to  73,  were  closing  in  strongly. 

Figures  for  all  denominations  are  as  follows : 

1955-56  1954-55 

Presbyterian                                                124  1 12 

Episcopalian                                                  81  81 

Methodist                                                      73  61 

Baptist                                                           60  56 

Catholic                                                               8  7 

Lutheran  5  5 

Christian                                                          2  2 

Miscellaneous                                                 5  3 

None  7_  13 

365  340 


Religious  Emphasis 
Week  Outstanding 

One  of  the  most  stirring  occasions  of  recent  years  on 
the  Hampden-Sydney  campus  was  the  series  of  meetings 
sponsored  by  the  Student  Christian  Association  October 
16-20.  It  was  stirring  because  the  five  speakers  presented 
the  Christian  truths  for  which  they  stood  in  so  lucid  and 
gripping  a  manner,  and  because  the  student  response  was 
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so  overwhelmingly  enthusiastic.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  present  student  generation,  at  least  at  Hampden- 
Sydney,  is  basically  religious  and  Christian.  Youth  does 
not  wear  such  beliefs  on  its  sleeve,  but  for  those  who  know 
how  to  reach  it,  the  belief  is  there. 

The  speakers  came  to  Hampden-Sydney  under  the 
auspices  of  the  University  Christian  Mission  Department 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  SCA.  The  director  of  the  mission  was  Dr. 
James  L.  Stoner  of  New  York  City.  The  others  were  Dr. 
B.  Frank  Hall,  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Wrightsville  Beach,  N.  C. ;  Dr.  Adolph  J.  Stern,  chair- 
man of  the  department  of  chemistry  and  dean  of  Wagner 
College ;  Dr.  Charles  F.  Marsh,  professor  of  economics 
and  dean  of  the  faculty  at  William  and  Mary;  and  Dr. 
Raymond  John  Seeger,  assistant  director  of  the  National 
Science  Foundation  and  lecturer  in  mathematics  at  Amer- 
ican University. 

The  daily  programs  included  breakfast  talks  with  stu- 
dents in  the  Commons,  morning  classroom  visitations  and 
lectures,  1 1  a.  m.  student  convocations  in  Johns  Auditor- 
ium, afternoon  private  consultation  opportunities,  seminars 
after  supper,  and  fellow  ship  visits  in  the  fraternity  houses 
and  dormitories.  The  final  worship  and  communion  serv- 
ice in  College  Church  found  students  thronging  the  main 
body  of  the  sanctuary.  The  planning  and  conduct  of  the 
service,  the  wholehearted  participation  and  singing,  lifted 
all  present  to  great  heights. 

The  Student  Christian  Association,  following  up  the 
spring  services  conducted  by  Dr.  Charles  Templeton  with 
these  fall  meetings,  has  set  a  high  mark  to  aim  at  in  fu- 
ture years. 


The  Ancestral  Homes  Of 
Hampden  And  Sidney  Today 

Two  Hampden-Sydney  seniors  spent  last  summer  tour- 
ing England.  Tiro  of  their  main  goals  were  Hampden 
House  and  Penshurst  the  ancestral  homes  of  Hampden- 
Sydney s  great  tponyms,  John  Hampden  and  Algernon 
Sidney.  They  have  set  dozen  here  their  experiences  and 
impressions  in  visiting  these  great  English  houses. 

Royster  Lyle,  Jr.,  of  Danville,  is  editor  of  the  1956 
Kaleidoscope,  and  was  editor  of  the  Tiger  last  year.  Law- 
rence II.  Hoover ,  Jr.,  is  editor  of  this  year's  Tiger. 


Penshurst 

The  first  of  the  two  homes  which  we  visited  was  Pens- 
hurst Place  in  Kent,  at  one  time  the  home  of  Algernon 
Sidney,  and  now  the  residence  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  De 
L'Isle  and  Dudley,  \  .  C.  In  recent  years  it  has  become 
one  of  the  most  popular  show  places  of  the  British  Isles. 

The  castle-like  structure,  with  its  tremendous  state- 
rooms and  surrounding  gardens,  is  open  to  the  public 
several  days  each  week  throughout  the  year. 

We  arrived  at  Penshurst  via  bus  from  Tunbridge 
Wells  ...  on  one  of  the  days  closed  to  visitors.  By  previous 
arrangement  we  were  being  expected,  and  were  graciously 
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PENSHURST  FROM  THE  GARDEN 

met  by  Lord  De  L'Isle's  secretary,  Miss  Rycroft.  Lord 
Dc  L'Isle,  who  is  the  British  Air  Minister,  was  in  London. 

Our  personally  guided  tour  was  quite  unique,  in  that 
most  of  the  regular  tours  are  directed  toward  Sir  Henrye 
Sidney  and  Sir  Philip  Sidney  and  other  members  of  the 
old  noble  family.  Algernon  is  somewhat  obscured  by  the 
many  other  famous  ancestral  members.  His  great-great 
aunt  founded  Sidney-Sussex  College  at  Cambridge,  and 
Sir  Philip  is  one  of  England's  most  beloved  poets  and 
statesmen.  Several  of  the  Sidneys  are  Knights  of  the  Gar- 
ter. 

A  great  part  of  the  enormous  building  is  displayed 
much  like  that  of  Windsor  Castle  or  the  "White  House, 
while  the  family  of  Lord  De  L'Isle  lives  only  in  one  wing. 

In  the  unusual  portrait  collection,  numbering  over 
seventy-five,  there  are  only  three  of  Algernon. 
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HON.  ALGERNON  SIDNEY,  1621-1683 


for  January,  1956 


1 1 


The  first  shows  the  English  Patriot  as  a  young  boy 
playing  with  his  brothers,  Philip,  Lord  Lisle,  and  Robert. 
(The  picture  is  named,  "The  Sons  of  the  2nd  Earle  of 
Leichester",  and  the  painter  is  unknown.)  Another,  paint- 
ed after  Sidney's  death,  portrays  the  patriot  with  his  arm 
resting  on  a  book,  "Liberty",  and  with  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don where  he  was  executed,  in  the  background.  One  of  the 
brochures  describes  the  portrait  .  .  .  "the  haughty,  almost 
arrogant  face  of  Algernon  Sidney,  unyielding  Whig  and 
Republican,  is  a  reminder  of  the  sadness  which  must  have 
come  upon  the  family  when  he  met  his  death  on  the  scaf- 
fold in  1683." 

While  Algernon  Sidney  was  in  exile  in  France,  he 
had  a  portrait  painted  at  his  father's  request,  and  sent  it 
back  to  Penshurst.  This  is  one  of  the  most  impressive  and 
valuable  paintings  in  the  collection.  The  portrait,  which 
is  pictured  on  page  10,  is  inscribed  "Algernon  Sydney. 
Julius  Verus  ab  Egmonde  pinxit.  Brussells,  Aetatis  suae 
41.  An.  Do.  1663."  This  is  one  of  the  few  times  Sydney- 
is  spelled  with  a  "y".  Whether  it  was  the  way  he  wished 
it  spelled  .  .  .  (the  rest  of  the  Sidney  family  at  that  time 
was  paying  allegiance  to  the  Crown).  .  .  or  whether  it 
was  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  artist,  is  not  known.  It 
is  true  however,  that  the  "y"  and  "i"  were  interchanged 
frequently  in  proper  names  in  the  17th  century,  but  in 
the  family  records  and  in  the  names  on  the  portraits,  the 
"Sidney"  spelling  was,  and  still  is,  used. 

Several  hundred  yards  from  the  manor  is  the  village 
abbey  with  the  Sidney  family  chapel.  In  the  little  grey- 
stone  church  are  memorials  to  Algernon  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  The  English  patriot  is  buried  in  the 
church  yard  and,  as  with  John  Hampden's  grave,  there 
is  no  marker. 

Above  the  entrance  to  Penshurst  Place  estate  are  the 
family  coat  of  arms  and  the  motto,  "Quo  Fata  Vacant", 
Whither  the  fates  call — a  fitting  motto  for  the  martyred 
English  patriot. 

Here  at  Hampden-Sydney  the  faculty  home  now  oc- 
cupied by  Dr.  Graves  H.  Thompson's  family  bears  the 
name  "Penshurst".  .  .  it  having  been  changed  from  "North 
Carolina"  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

— R.  L. 

Hampden  House 

Nestled  in  the  rolling  Chiltern  Hills  less  than  fifty 
miles  west  of  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  London  is  a  small 
(approximately  70  students)  private  school  for  girls  be- 
tween the  ages  of  fourteen  and  seventeen.  The  rambling 
old  country  manor  and  the  adjoining  buildings  which 
make  up  the  institution  are  owned  by  the  eighth  Earl  of 
Buckinghamshire  and  are  leased  to  the  school,  which  is 
efficiently  run  by  its  attractive  young  principal,  Mrs. 
Stanley  Rea.  Hampden  House  School  itself  is  relatively 
new,  but  the  historical  tradition  connected  with  the  build- 
ings make  it  significant  to  us  as  well  as  to  its  students. 
For  within  the  ivy-covered  walls  of  this  country  estate 
John  Hampden,  English  patriot  and  champion  of  liberty, 
spent  a  great  part  of  his  life. 

The  "Manor"  of  Great  Hampden  (distinguished  from 
Little  Hampden,  which  is  the  present  home  of  the  Earl 
of  Buckinghamshire),  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
same  family  from  the  earliest  period  of  authentic  records, 
and   about    1043    (time   of    Edward    the    Confessor)    one 
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HAMPDEN  HOUSE 


"Baldwyne"  was  "Lorde  of  Hampden".  He  was  followed 
by  his  son  "Osbert",  who  was  in  possession  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Conquest,  when  William  the  Conqueror 
handed  the  property  over  to  one  of  his  Norman  followers, 
William  Fitz-Ausculf,  as  recorded  in  the  Doomsday  Sur- 
vey. Osbert,  however,  was  appointed  "Steward"  to  Fitz- 
Ausculf,  and  married  his  daughter,  who  was  then  given 
the  Hampden  property  as  her  marriage  portion.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  both  Osbert  and  Baldwin,  mentioned  in  the 
Doomsday  Book,  were  ancestors  of  the  Hampden  family. 

During  the  next  five  or  six  hundred  years,  there  were 
many  distinguished  heads  of  the  family  at  Hampden 
several  "Royalties"  being  at  times  entertained  there:  King 
John,  Edward  III  and  the  Black  Prince,  Queen  Elizabeth 
(who  presented  her  host,  Griffith  Hampden,  with  her 
portrait  which  still  hangs  in  the  Banqueting  Hall),  and 
King  James  I. 

John  Hampden,  "The  Patriot",  is,  of  course,  the  best 
known  member  of  the  family.  Born  in  IS94,  he  spent 
very  little  of  his  early  life  at  Hampden  House,  receiving 
his  early  education  in  nearby  Thame  and  then  attending 
Magdaler.e  College  in  Oxford.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Inner  Temple  in  1613,  where,  according  to  Lord  Nugent 
in  Memorials  of  John  Hampden,  "he  made  considerable 
progress  in  the  study  of  common  law." 

After  completing  his  education,  John  Hampden  em- 
barked on  a  career  of  politics  and  public  service  which 
found  him  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
early  age  of  26.  This  was  the  Parliament  of  1620-21,  the 
first  to  sit  in  seven  years  after  its  dissolution  by  James  I. 
From  his  first  appearance  on  the  political  scene,  Hampden 
displayed  his  strong  feeling  of  liberty  and  freedom  which 
were  to  characterize  him  throughout  his  life  and  for  which 
he  was,  in  1642,  to  lay  down  his  life.  And  so  it  was  that 
when  Hampden-Sydney  College  was  founded  in  1776,  a 
period  when  liberty  and  freedom  were  so  important,  the 
College  was  named  after  the  great  Patriot  whose  name 
is  the  living  symbol  of  these  principles. 

^  ^  ^ 

The  history  of  Hampden  House  itself  is  very  complex. 
Perhaps  the  only  remaining  bit  of  the  old  "Manor"  is  a 
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doorway  on  the  north  side  of  the  present  house,  but  King 
John's  tower  on  the  south  side  retains  some  details  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  The  east  and  west 
wings  were  rebuilt  about  1600.  The  whole  house  was 
considerably  altered  and  enlarged  about  1740,  when  two 
stories  were  added  to  the  last  wing.  Further  alterations 
and  additions  were  made  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
early  in  the  nineteenth  the  exterior  was  covered  with 
cement. 

The  approach  to  the  "Manor"  offers  a  panoramic  view 
of  the  rolling  Buckinghamshire  countryside.  Leaving  the 
little  village  of  Princes  Risborough,  the  road  begins  to  rise 
into  the  Chiltern  Hills  at  what  seems  an  insurmountable 
angle.  Groves  of  trees  line  both  sides  of  the  narrow  wind- 
ing road ;  an  occasional  open  field  gives  one  the  oppor- 
tunity to  view  the  beautiful  midland  countryside. 

Passing  along  the  crest  of  the  hill,  one  passes  the 
"Hampden  Arms'',  a  public  "free  house"  or  "Pub".  A 
quaint  old  sign  hangs  in  front  of  the  brown-stone  front 
building,  bearing  the  name  of  the  house,  the  coat  of  arms 
of  the  Hampden  Family,  and  the  family  motto,  "Vestigia 
Nulla  Retrorsum". 

The  next  stopping  point  along  the  road  is  the  Hamp- 
den Church,  where  the  body  of  John  Hampden  is  buried. 
Inside  the  typical  13th  century  Anglican  Church,  an  im- 
posing memorial  commemorating  the  death  of  the  Patriot 
at  Chalgrove  Field  catches  the  eye.  For  one  shilling  the 
visitor  can  procure  an  interesting  pamphlet  relating  the 
origin  and  history  of  the  Church.  Most  of  the  book  is 
devoted  to  John  Hampden,  his  life  and  death.  About  the 
Patriot,  the  author  says,  "Had  not  Hampden  received  a 
mortal  wound  at  Chalgrove  he  might  have  been  Lord 
Protector,  for  he  was  revered  more  than  Cromwell." 

Leaving  the  Church,  one  now  approaches  the  vast 
Hampden  estate.  The  first  glimpse  of  the  Manor  House  is 
from  several  hundred  yards  away  as  the  brow  of  the  hill 
is  reached.  This  first  view  is  possible  by  means  of  an  exten- 
sive avenue  which  was  cut  through  the  woods  to  the  house. 
The  avenue  was  made  as  a  passage  for  Queen  Elizabeth  I 
during  her  visit  in  the  16th  century,  and  has  been  called 
"The  Queen's  Gap". 

The  House  itself,  with  its  extensive  gardens,  represents 
to  the  visitor  a  most  wonderful  picture  of  the  English 
country  estate.  Passing  through  the  reception  room,  one 
enters  the  Banqueting  Hall.  Many  original  portraits  hang 
in  this  historic  room,  among  which  is  the  aforementioned 
gift  from  Queen  Elizabeth  I. 

Also  of  interest  is  the  "Brick  Parlour",  the  room  in 
which  Hampden  was  arrested  for  his  refusal  to  pay  the 
"Ship  Tax"  money  in  1636. 

Much  of  the  above  information  was  obtained  in  an  in- 
terview with  Mrs.  Rea,  the  principal  of  Hampden  House 
School.  It  was  quite  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  final 
analysis,  Mrs.  Rea  concluded  the  interview  by  asking  a 
great  many  questions  about  the  school  which  might  be  con- 
sidered a  "brother"  institution,  Hampden-Sydney  College. 

— L.  H. 


Gifts  To  The  Library 

The  College  Library  is  grateful  to  the  alumni  and  to 
the  friends  of  the  College  for  the  following  gifts: 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Jeffress  of  Richmond  has  presented 


the  Library  with  a  collection  of  117  volumes  in  memory 
of  his  parents  Thomas  Fox  and  Kate  M.  Jeffress.  Seventy 
of  the  books  are  scarce  Southern  historical  and  biographical 
items  that  have  been  out-of-print  for  many  years.  A  num- 
ber of  these  books  replace  copies  lost  in  the  fire  of  1941. 

A  colored  poster  advertising  a  football  game  between 
Centre  College  and  Hampden-Sydney  which  was  played 
at  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  November  5,  1927  (final 
score:  H.S.  20,  Centre  o).  Five  copies  of  The  Tiger  pub- 
lished during  the  first  part  of  1939,  and  a  letter  to  the 
Alumni  announcing  the  beginning  of  the  Alumni  Fund : 
all  from  Mr.  Donald  L.  Cork,  '13,  of  Charleston,  West 
Virginia. 

Sermons  on  the  ngth  Psalm  by  Rev.  Thomas  Manton 
printed  in  London  in  1725  and  A  Practical  Commentary 
on  the  Epistle  of  James  by  Rev.  Thomas  Manton,  printed 
in  London  in  1653,  from  Dr.  J.  L.  MacMillan  of 
Norfolk. 

Dictionary  of  the  Bible  (2  vols.)  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Wylie 
and  Sketches  to  Schiller's  Song  of  the  Bells  from  Robert 
A.  Francis,  '51,  of  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

The  following  reprints  of  articles  by  the  late  Dr. 
Charles  S.  Sydnor,  '18,  have  come  to  the  Library  from 
Professor  William  B.  Hamilton  of  Duke  University:  Bi- 
ography of  a  Slave,  Letter  from  Alexander  M.  Clayton  to 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne  relative  to  Cuban  Affairs,  Pursuing 
Fugitive  Slaves,  and  Southern  Experiment  in  Writing  So- 
cial History. 

A  collection  of  27  colored  lithographs  of  Civil  War 
battle  scenes  published  in  Chicago  1886-1893.  Each  picture 
is  22"  x  27"  in  size  and  is  printed  in  vivid  colors.  A  num- 
ber of  the  prints  depict  battles  fought  in  Virginia.  This 
valuable  gift  was  sent  to  the  College  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Hinton 
of  New  York  City. 

The  Campbell  Clan  in  Virginia  from  the  author,  Dr. 
Leslie  Lyle  Campbell  of  Lexington. 

A  varied  collection  of  348  volumes  from  the  scholarly 
library  of  Dr.  Hardy  Cross,  '02.  Dr.  Cross,  longtime  pro- 
fessor of  Civil  Engineering  at  Yale  University,  has  re- 
cently retired  and  now  makes  his  home  at  Smithfield,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  George  Arents,  Jr.,  of  New  York  City,  has  pre- 
sented the  Library  with  the  magnificent  5-volume  bibli- 
ography :  Tobacco :  Its  History  Illustrated  by  the  Books, 
Manuscripts  and  Engravings  in  the  Library  of  George 
Arents,  Jr.,  edited  by  Jerome  E.  Brooks  and  printed  by 
the  Rosenback  Company  of  New  York  from  1937-1952. 
President  Joseph  C.  Robert  made  extensive  use  of  the 
Arents  Collection  (now  housed  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library)  while  writing  his  two  books  on  the  history  of 
tobacco. 

The  Papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  v.  II,  edited  by 
Julian  P.  Bovd  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Hildreth  of  Charlottes- 
ville. 

The  following  books  were  purchased  with  funds  made 
available  to  the  Library  in  memory  of  Mr.  William  W. 
Martin,  '09,  of  Richmond: 

History  of  Civilization  (2  vols.)  by  Christopher  Brin- 
ton  and  A  Short  History  of  French  Literature  by  Louis 
Cazamian  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Newton  Thomas  of 
Richmond. 

Justice  and  Administrative  Law  by  W.  A.  Robson  and 
An  Introduction  to  Administrative  Law  by  James  Hart 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Caldwell  of  Richmond. 
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Dr.  Ben  R.  Lacy 
Will  Be  College  Pastor 

On  December  1 1  the  congregation  of  College  Church 
at  Hampden-Sydney  extended  a  call  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Rice  Lacy,  Jr.,  retiring  president  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Richmond.  Dr.  Lacy  announced  his 
acceptance  of  the  call  on  December  20.  He  will  assume 
the  pastorate  of  the  campus  church  on  February  1,  soon 
after  his  retirement  from  the  seminary  presidency  on 
January  15.    He  will  also  serve  as  college  chaplain. 

Dr.  Lacy,  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  Church,  comes  to  Hampden-Sydney  as  no 
stranger.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  College  since  1931,  and  has  been  a  frequent  and 
welcome  visitor  on  the  Hill.  Hampden-Sydney  conferred 
the  degree  of  LL.D.  on  him  in  1928. 

In  joining  the  college  community,  Dr.  Lacy  will  be 
returning  to  the  scene  where  distinguished  forebears  of 
his  lived  and  labored.  His  great-great-uncle,  David  Rice, 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  Hampden-Sydney,  while  his 
great-great-aunt,  Mrs.  David  Rice  (nee  Mary  Blair), 
was  the  aunt  of  the  first  two  presidents  of  Hampden- 
Sydney. 

His  great-great-uncle,  John  Holt  Rice,  attended 
Hampden-Sydney  and  became  a  member  of  the  faculty. 
He  it  was  who  led  in  the  founding  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  when  it  was  organized  at  Hampden-Sydney  in 
1823. 

Dr.  Lacy's  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Holt  Rice, 
was  for  many  years  the  beloved  pastor  of  College  Church, 
and  was  stricken  in  the  pulpit  of  this  church.   / 

His  great-grandfather,  Drury  Lacy,  was  a  brilliant 
student  at  Hampden-Sydney.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  faculty,  and  was  acting  president  from  1789  to  1797. 

Dr.  Lacy's  grandfather,  Drury  Lacy,  was  an  alumnus 
of  Hampden-Sydney ;  became  a  distinguished  minister  of 
the  gospel  in  North  Carolina ;  and  was  one  of  the  four 
presidents  which  Hampden-Sydney  has  furnished  to 
Davidson  College. 

Dr.  Lacy's  great-grandfather,  Robert  Burwell,  and 
his  grandfather,  John  B.  Burwell,  were  likewise  outstand- 
ing alumni  of  Hampden-Sydney. 

In  introducing  Dr.  Lacy  at  the  centennial  celebration 
of  College  Church  on  October  15,  1935,  the  late  Presi- 
dent Joseph  D.  Eggleston  said:  "Inheriting  such  a 
background  of  character  and  culture,  the  best  thing  about 
Dr.  Lacy  is  the  fact  that  he  adheres,  as  did  his  forebears, 
to  a  profound  belief  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 


* 


Dr.  Lacy  graduated  from  Davidson  College  in  1906. 
The  first  Davidson  man  to  receive  a  Rhodes  scholarship, 
he  studied  at  Oxford  University,  where  he  won  B.A. 
honors  in  history  in  1910.  He  graduated  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  1913  as  the  honor  student  of 
his  class. 

After  a  year  of  graduate  study  and  a  year  of  teaching, 
Dr.  Lacy  served  three  small  churches  and  acted  as  an 
evangelist  for  two  counties  in  North  Carolina. 


? 


Upon  America's  entry  into  World  War  I,  he  volun- 
teered and  was  appointed  chaplain  with  the  commission  of 
captain  in  the  First  North  Carolina  Field  Artillery,  later 
the  113th  Field  Artillery.  In  France  he  participated  in 
the  St.  Mihiel  and  Argonne  Forest  campaigns  and  re- 
ceived a  citation  for  bravery  in  administering  first  aid 
under  fire.  American  papers  spoke  of  him  as  "the  most 
popular  man  in  the  regiment,  with  a  heroic  record  of 
many-sided  and  unbelievably  versatile  service." 

After  the  war,  Dr.  Lacy  went  to  the  Central  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Atlanta.  In  1926  he  came  from  there 
to  Richmond  as  president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

The  1 95 1  General  Assembly  of  the  Southern  Presby- 
terian Church  elected  him  moderator.  This  is  the  highest 
office  in  that  church. 

Dr.  Lacy's  son,  Robert  Burwell  Lacy,  is  a  graduate 
of  Hampden-Sydney,  having  received  his  B.A.  cum  laude 
in  1949. 

When  Dr.  Lacy  takes  up  his  residence  on  the  Hill,  he 
will  be  accompanied  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Julian  Lane. 

<jS3°CSy 

INTERESTING   ITEM 

•  A  record  number  of  2,716,000  students  enrolled  in 
the  nation's  colleges  and  universities  this  past  fall,  accord- 
ing to  Samuel  M.  Brownell,  commissioner  of  education. 
This  is  8.6  per  cent  higher  than  the  previous  peak  of 
2,500,000  students  last  year. 


. 


INAUGURATION 

Dr.  Joseph  Clarke  Robert  will  be  inaugu- 
rated as  seventeenth  president  of  Hampden- 
Sydney  College  on  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  featured  speaker  on  that  occasion  will 
be  His  Excellency  Sir  Percy  Claude  Spender, 
K.B.E.,  Q.C.,  Australian  Ambassador  to  the 
United  States. 

Sir  Percy  is  a  native  of  Sydney,  Australia. 
He  received  the  A.B.  degree  and  the  LL.B. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Sydney,  and  the 
LL.D.  honoris  causa  from  the  University  of 
British  Columbia  and  from  Hamilton  College. 

During  his  distinguished  career,  Sir  Percy 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Australian 
Parliament,  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, 
vice  president  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Minister  for  the  Army,  member  of  the  War 
Council,  and  Minister  for  External  Affairs  and 
External  Territories.  In  1950  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Australian  delegation  to  the  United 
Nations,  and  was  vice  president  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  U.N.,  1950-51.  He  has  been 
Ambassador  to  the  United  States  since  1951. 

All  alumni  and  friends  of  Hampden-Sydney 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present  for  Dr. 
Robert's  inauguration. 
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ALUMNI  NEWS 


Halifax  County  Chapter 

A  most  enjoyable  meeting  of  the  Halifax  County 
chapter  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  alumni  association  was 
held  at  Crestview  Restaurant  on  Highway  58  just  outside 
of  South  Boston  on  Monday,  October  31,  1955.  An  un- 
usually large  group  was  present  to  hear  a  fine  talk  by 
Dr.  Graves  Thompson. 

Those  present  agreed  to  finance  the  trip  to  the  Home- 
coming game  by  the  big  Halifax  County  High  School 
band. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President  Lewis  D.  Johnston,  '42  ;  Vice-President  Bill 
Baskerville,  '42;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Robert  Ed- 
munds, '34. 

—Robert  H.  Edmunds 

Richmond  Chapter 

In  spite  of  the  extremely  inclement  weather  of  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  November  10,  1955,  at  least  70  loyal 
alumni  gathered  at  the  Commonwealth  Club  in  Richmond 
for  the  Fall  meeting  of  the  Richmond  Chapter.  A  social 
hour  occurred  from  6:45  to  7:30.  After  a  delicious  meal, 
the  business  session  began  with  Birch  Douglas,  the  presi- 
dent, presiding.  Matters  of  local  interest  to  the  Chapter 
were  discussed.  The  alumni  insisted  on  hearing  from 
Coach  Jim  Hickey  about  the  team  and  its  prospects.  Mr. 
Hickey  refused  to  make  any  prediction  about  the  Ran- 
dolph-Macon game  but  paid  high  compliment  to  his  assist- 
ants,  Bob  Thalman  and   Ralph    (Weenie)    Miller. 

The  alumni  were  interested  in  hearing  from  the  new 
president  of  Hampden-Sydney.  He  told  them  of  his  pleas- 
ure in  meeting  them  as  representatives  of  Hampden-Syd- 
ney products,  and  their  only  disappointment  was  that 
President  Robert  kept  his  promise  to  let  them  out  by  9:22. 

A  new  custom  in  which  all  alumni  will  be  interested, 
is  that  the  Richmond  Chapter  initiated  the  presentation  of 
a  gold  key  annually  at  its  Fall  meeting  to  the  Richmond 
alumnus  who  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  has  done 
most  for  Hampden-Sydney  College.  When  the  ballots  of 
the  Committee  had  been  handed  in,  each  had  the  one  name 
which  will  occur  to  each  reader,  Dr.  Frank  S.  Johns.  The 
head  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Theo.  Maben,  appropriately 
presented  the  key  and  Dr.  Johns  responded  with  a  few 
remarks  expressing  the  sentiment  that  all  work  for  the 
College  is  happy  and  profitable. 

Dr.  David  C.  Wilson  also  was  present  from  the  Col- 
lege. 

— D.  C.  W. 

Informal  Gatherings 

In  addition  to  the  meetings  detailed  above,  there  have 
been  two  informal  gatherings  of  alumni  attended  by  Presi- 
dent Joseph  C.  Robert. 

One  was  a  dinner  meeting  in  Miami,  Florida,  on  Nov- 
ember   28,    when    William    R.    Middelthon,    '29,    district 


manager  for  the  New  ^  ork  Life  Insurance  Company,  was 
host  to  the  group.  Besides  Dr.  Robert,  Dean  James  E. 
Kinard  was  also  present  from  Hampden-Sydney. 

The  second  gathering  was  at  Atlanta  on  December  2. 
Dr.  Hugh  Wood,  '19,  and  Cecil  Jones,  '29,  convened  the 
meeting. 

Richmond  Alumni  Reception 
For  Dr.  And  Mrs.  Robert 

A  most  delightful  Hampden-Sydney  gathering  took 
place  on  the  evening  of  October  7  at  the  Sunday  School 
Building  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  on  5th  Street 
in  Richmond.  The  Richmond  Alumni  Chapter  was  giving 
a  reception  in  honor  of  President  and  Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Ro- 
bert. All  of  the  alumni  and  their  wives  in  the  Richmond 
district  were  invited.  Sixteen  of  the  faculty  and  their  wives 
accepted  the  gracious  invitation. 

Guests  were  greeted  by  Mr.  Birch  Douglas,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Richmond  Alumni  Chapter.  He  presented 
them  to  President  and  Mrs.  Robert.  Also  in  the  receiving 
line  were  Mrs.  Douglas  and  Dr.  Frank  S.  Johns,  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  Mrs.  Johns.  At  least 
two  hundred  and  fifty  guests  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
the  new  president  and  his  charming  wife. 

Most  acceptable  refreshments  were  served  at  tables 
presided  over  by  wives  of  alumni,  Mrs.  Hal  McYey,  Mrs. 
Bill  Richardson,  and  Mrs.  Abner  Robertson. 

The  pastor  of  the  Church,  the  Rev.  Frederick  Olert 
and  his  wife,  made  guests  welcome.  Among  the  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  present  were  Mr.  Lewis  Larus 
and  Mr.  Fred  Harrison,  besides  Dr.  Johns. 

Because  of  the  large  attendance  many  college  acquaint- 
ances were  renewed  and  numerous  younger  alumni  got  to 
meet  older  ones.  The  occasion  was  also  honored  by  the 
presence  of  President  and  Mrs.  Earl  Moreland  and  Dean 
and  Mrs.  William  A.  Mabry  of  Randolph-Macon  College 
in  Ashland.  Not  the  least  attractive  feature  of  the  evening 
was  the  presence  of  so  many  loval  wives. 

— D.  C.  W. 

Col.  Moore,  '14,  In  Who's  Who 

Colonel  John  C  Moore,  superintendent  of  Fishburne 
Military  School,  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  current 
Who's  Who  in  America.  His  biographical  sketch  is  as 
follows: 

MOORE,  JOHN  CUNNINGHAM,  educator;  b. 
Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  19,  1892;  s.  John  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth Garland  (Cunningham)  M. ;  A.B.,  Hampden-Syd- 
ney Coll.,  1914;  A.M.,  Columbia,  1932;  m.  Bertha  May 
McCollum,  Sept.  9,  1933 ;  1  dau.,  Harriet  Elizabeth. 
Football  coach,  instr.  Blackstone  Mil.  Acad.,  1914-17, 
dean,  1922-28;  prin.  Blackstone  High  Sell.,  10,17-20;  with 
Community  Chautauquas,  Inc.,  summers  1917-25,  circuit 
mgr.,  1925-28  ;  prin.,  comdt.  Riverside  Mil.  Acad.,  Gaines- 
ville, Ga.,  1028-52;  supt.  Fishburne  Mil.  Sch.,  Waynes- 
boro, Va.,  since  1952.  Brevet-maj.  Ga.  Militia.  Mem. 
Theta  Chi.  Mason,  Odd  Fellow,  Rotarian.  Address: 
Fishburne  Military  School,  Waynesboro,  Va. 
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Hampden-Sydney  Graduates 
At  Seminary 

In  the  Students'  Handbook  for  1955-56  we  find  the 
following  Hampden-Sydney  men  registered  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond  : 

Juniors:  Meigs  A.  Newkirk,  '51,  of  Chevy  Chase, 
Maryland  (wife,  Leone)  ;  Richard  L.  Newkirk,  '55,  of 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland;  and  Robert  E.  Pollock,  '55, 
Clifton  Forge,  Virginia;  Middlers:  Warren  C.  Brannon, 
'52,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  Russell  R.  Davis,  '51,  of 
Danville,  Virginia;  Everett  A.  Hellmuth.  Jr.,  '49,  of 
Alexandria,  Virginia  (wife,  Harriet);  William  B.  Pau- 
ley, '54,  of  Charleston,  West  Virginia;  and  Ernest  T. 
Thompson,  Jr.,  '54,  of  Richmond,  Virginia ;  Seniors:  Ray 
R.  Jenkins,  '53,  of  Amelia,  Virginia  (wife,  Arlene)  ;  J. 
Edwin  Stanfield,  '53,  of  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas;  and  John 
M.  Irvine,  IV,  of  Wexford,  Pennsylvania  (wife,  Nancy 
Lu). 

One  Fellowship  student  is  listed  as  John  Rufus  King, 
'50,  Richmond,  Virginia,  who  is  studying  on  the  Larus 
Fellowship  (wife,  Irmalee).  Mr.  King  was  ordained 
to  the  Presbyterian  ministry  in  the  Ginter  Park  Presby- 
terian Church  on  December    14,    1955- 


Alumni  Represent  H-S 
At  College  Inaugurations 

Inaugural  ceremonies  of  five  college  presidents  have 
seen  Hampden-Sydney  alumni  well  up  in  the  processional 
as  representatives  of  their  college. 

Dr.  Ray  D.  Williams,  '30,  of  Saint  Louis  attended 
the  inauguration  of  Robert  L.  D.  Davidson  as  fifteenth 
president  of  Westminster  College,  Fulton,  Missouri,  on 
October  15. 

Colonel  Charles  B.  Richmond,  '16,  head  of  Kentucky 
Military  School,  represented  Hampden-Sydney  at  the  in- 
auguration of  Walter  Consuelo  Langsam  as  president  of 
the  University  of  Cincinnati  on  October  29. 

David  D.  Squires,  '27,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia,  repre- 
sented Hampden-Sydney  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Very 
Reverend  Vincent  Francis  Beatty,  S.J.,  as  president  of 
Loyola  College,  Baltimore,  on  November  3. 

John  B.  Henneman  '20,  of  New  York,  represented 
Hampden-Sydney  at  the  inauguration  of  Hollis  Leland 
Caswell  as  president  of  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity,  on  November  22. 

Dean  James  I*".  Kinard  attended  the  inauguration  of 
Francis  Greenfield  Lankford,  Jr.,  as  sixth  president  of 
Longwood  College,  Farmville,  Virginia,  on  December  12. 


Books  By  Alumni 

THE  TRUMPET  UNBLOWN,  by  William  Hoff- 
man, '49;  Doubleday  &  Co.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y.,  1955; 
305  pp.,  $3.95. 

This  is  only  the  second  novel  by  a  Hampden-Sydney 
alumnus  published  in  this  century,  and  it  should  be  a  suc- 


cessful one.  Henry  William  Hoffman,  '49,  an  instructor  in 
English  at  Hampden-Sydney,  has  drawn  on  his  experiences 
with  the  91st  Evacuation  Hospital  in  the  Normandy  land- 
ing of  World  War  II  to  paint  a  gripping  picture  of  mili- 
tary life  in  a  hospital  unit  in  England  prior  to  D-day  and 
in  France,  Germany,  and  America  as  his  central  character, 
Tyree  Shelby,  follows  the  course  of  war,  occupation,  and 
separation  from  the  service. 

Shelby  was  a  thoroughly  good  kid  of  eighteen,  a  volun- 
teer fresh  from  military  school.  He  had  a  nice  family  and 
a  nice  girl  back  home  in  Richmond.  He  entered  the  army 
with  high  ideals,  stubbornly  prepared  to  take  military  life 
as  he  met  it,  willing  to  accept  no  favors.  Slowly  and  pain- 
fully the  reader  becomes  aware  of  the  gradual  disintegra- 
tion of  character  and  body  under  the  shattering  impact  of 
the  horrors  of  war,  and  the  book  ends  in  semi-tragedy, 
without  much  room  for  hope.  Any  other  ending  would 
have  been  false. 

Despite  the  romanticists,  war  is  not  a  pretty  thing,  and 
neither  is  this  book.  The  brutalities  and  obscenities  of  men 
at  war,  the  gruesomeness  of  war  itself,  are  depicted  by  Mr. 
Hoffman  with  the  realism  of  actual  observation.  It  is  a 
powerful  and  genuine  book,  and  a  profoundly  moving  one 
for  all  its  objective  approach.  It  is  not  a  book  for  the  ten- 
der-minded, and  they  should  not  try  to  read  it.  It  is  never 
a  dull  book.  There  is  not  a  dull  page.  There  is  humor  and 
there  are  comic  situations,  though  often  with  a  tinge  of 
bitterness.  The  account  moves  relentlessly  onward,  and 
the  reader  is  carried  with  it. 

The  whole  story — the  tragedy  of  idealism — is  summed 
up  in  the  progression  from  the  Field  Hospital  motto  "No- 
blesse Oblige"  on  the  first  page  to  the  concluding  sentences 


WILLIAM  HOFFMAN.  "49 
.  .  .  a  profoundly  moving  book. 

of  the  book:  "Shelby  looked  up.   It  was  a  long,  a  very  long 
way  to  the  stars.'' 

>fc  >fc  H« 

William  Hoffman  is  a  native  of  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
He  graduated  from  Kentucky  Military  Institute  in  1943, 
and  then  joined  the  Army  Medical  Corps.  He  landed  in 
France  on  D-plus-3  with  the  91st  Evacuation  Hospital, 
and  saw  service  in  France,  Holland,  Belgium,  and  Ger- 
many. 
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Discharged  early  in  1946,  he  entered  Hampden-Syd- 
ney  in  February  of  that  year.  He  graduated  in  1949  with 
first  honor.  Since  then  he  has  attended  Washington  and 
Lee  and  the  University  of  Iowa.  He  has  worked  for  the 
Washington  Evening  Star  and  in  the  Foreign  Department 
of  the  Chase  National  Bank  of  New  York.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  English  Department  at  Hampden-Sydney 
since  1952.  It  was  at  his  instigation  and  under  his  super- 
vision that  the  Ilanipden-Sydney  Magazine  was  so  suc- 
cessfully revived. 


DR.  PIERRE  BERNARD  HILL,  '02 
Poet  Laureate  oj  Texas 

New  Honors  For  P.  B.  Hill,  '02 

At  the  closing  session  of  the  Texas  legislature,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Governor,  Pierre  Bernard  Hill,  '02, 
was  named  Poet  Laureate  of  Texas.  A  booklet  of  Dr. 
Hill's  poems  recently  received  at  Hampden-Sydney  is 
ample  evidence  of  his  qualifications  for  the  post. 

This  was  the  culmination  of  a  series  of  events  in  the 
lives  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hill.  On  June  ist  they  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  and  also  fifty  years  of 
Dr.  Hill's  ministry. 

They  were  guests  of  the  famous  Gunter  hotel  in  San 
Antonio  and  were  assigned  the  suite  that  is  reserved  for 
the  President  of  the  UJnited  States.  A  reception  was  ten- 
dered them  on  the  North  Terrace  which  was  attended  by 
about  a  thousand  friends.  A  telegram  was  read  from  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  expressing  his  appreciation  of  Dr.  Hill's 
work  among  law  enforcement  officers.  Telegrams  were 
also  received  from  U.  S.  Senators  Price  Daniel,  Lyndon 
Johnson,  Attorney  John  Ben  Sheppard,  and  others.  Gov. 
Allan  Shivers,  who  was  detained  by  sickness,  appointed 
Hubert  Green,  Jr.  to  represent  him  and  sent  a  citation  for 


Dr.  Hill. 

While  at  Hampden-Sydney  "Parson''  Hill,  as  he  was 
called,  won  the  Cullingworth  Essayist's  medal  and  the 
senior  magazine  medal.  Later  he  was  awarded  the  Alger- 
non Sydney  Sullivan  Medallion.  He  was  given  the  hono- 
rary degree  of  D.D.  by  Hampden-Sydney,  LL.D  by  Aus- 
tin College,  Sherman,  Texas,  and  Litt.D.  by  Baylor  Uni- 
versity. 

He  has  been  given  a  place  in  Who's  Who  in  America, 
Who  s  Important  in  Religion  and  other  compilations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Association  for  The  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  the  Texas  Academy  of  Science,  the 
American  Schools  of  Oriental  Research,  the  Victoria  In- 
stitute of  Great  Britain,  and  the  French  Institute  of  Arts 
and  Letters. 

His  Sunday  morning  radio  program,  The  Church  In 
The  Hills,  reaches  approximately  two  million  people.  This 
is  the  longest  religious  radio  program  in  the  United  States 
by  the  same  speaker  over  the  same  station.  During  World 
War  II,  he  was  selected  to  make  a  transcribed  service  to 
be  broadcast  by  the  British  Broadcasting  Company  to  Gen. 
Eisenhower's  troops  on  the  Western  front.  The  B.B.C. 
sent  Mr.  Stephen  Fry  to  supervise  the  transcription  which 
was  flown  to  Britain  by  plane. 

Dr.  Hill  was  commissioned  a  Texas  Ranger  by  Gov. 
Dan  Moody,  in  order  to  serve  as  chaplain.  Later  he  was 
promoted  to  Captain,  by  the  late  Gov.  Ross  Sterling.  In- 
cidentally he  is  also  chaplain  of  the  Texas  Sheriffs,  the 
Texas  Police  Association,  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
Constables  Association,  the  Identification  Experts,  the 
U.  S.  Border  Patrol,  the  Texas  Pioneers,  and  other  groups. 

Dr.  Hill  retired  from  the  pastorate  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  San  Antonio,  to  devote  himself  to 
writing  and  to  evangelistic  work.  One  of  his  booklets, 
What  Presbyterians  Believe,  has  had  a  circulation  of 
more  than  80,000.  At  a  morning  service  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  San  Antonio,  more  than  1,500  people 
came  forward  to  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  Lord. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hill,  whom  he  calls  "his  inspiration," 
live  up  in  the  hills  of  Texas  between  Kerrville  and 
MO-Ranch  Assembly  on  their  little  place  called  "Jehovah 
jireh." 


Dr.  A.  A.  Wilson,  17, 
Honored  With  Plaque 

Dr.  Archer  A.  Wilson,  '17,  prominent  neuro-surgeon 
of  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  was  awarded  a  bronze  pla- 
que by  the  department  of  Post-Graduate  Medical  Educa- 
tion at  the  Charleston  General  Hospital  in  November. 
The  presentation  was  made  during  the  second  in  a  series 
of  post-graduate  lectures  presented  by  the  hospital  in  con- 
junction with  the  West  Virginia  Society  of  Psychiatrists, 
Neurologists,  and  Neuro-surgeons. 

Dr.  Wilson  pioneered  neurosurgery  in  West  Virginia 
and  in  Charleston  twenty-five  years  ago.  The  award  was 
presented  in  honor  of  Dr.  Wilson's  outstanding  work  in 
this  field. 

Dr.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  learned  socie- 
ties. He  was  chief  of  emergency  medical  services  in  Kan- 
awha County  during  World  War  II  and  has  published 
five  papers  involving  practice  of  observations  in  his  field. 
He  is  a  Rotarian,  a  member  of  the   First  Presbyterian 
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Church,  a  Mason  and  Shriner,  a  member  of  the  Charles- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Charleston  General  Hospital. 

Dr.  Wilson's  friends  rejoice  that  this  recognition  has 
been  made  for  work  well  done  and  Hampden-Sydney  is 
justly  proud. 

Letter  To  The  Class  Of  1895 

We  print  the  folloicinff  as  an  interesting  example  of 
an  Alumni  Fund  letter: 

Dear  Classmates: 

We  alumni  of  Hampden-Sydney  have  much  to  be 
proud  of. 

Among  the  Trustees'  minutes  of  Hampden-Sydney 
College  of  special  interest  are  those  of  the  meeting  that 
passed  the  resolution  giving  religious  liberty  to  faculty  and 
students.  This  resolution  antedates  Thomas  Jefferson's 
famous  Statute  of  Religious  Liberty.  The  resolution  is 
signed  by  James  Madison  and  Patrick  Henry. 

In  our  college  days  most  Hampden-Sydney  men  chose 
Hopkins  for  graduate  work.  When  I  was  there  Harvard 
had  the  largest  number  of  alumni  in  the  Graduate  School, 
with  Hampden-Sydney  a  close  second. 

When  Hampden-Sydney  applied  for  membership  in 
the  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools,  she  did 
not  even  send  a  representative,  merely  sent  by  mail  the 
application  forms  meticulously  filled  out.    On  the  Com- 


mittee that  received  that  application  were  three  Hampden- 
Sydney  alumni;  Dr.  Alexander  Bondurant  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi,  Dr.  W.  D.  Hooper  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Georgia,  and  R.  H.  Watkins,  Superintendent  of 
Laurel,  Mississippi,  Schools.  The  Committee  knew  that 
the  current  "Who's  Who''  ranked  Hampden-Sydney  im- 
mediately after  Harvard,  which  was  first  in  proportion  of 
graduates  included.  The  Committee  unanimously  recom- 
mended Hampden-Sydney  for  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion. 

I  often  compare  modern  Ph.D.'s  with  our  old  profes- 
sors at  Hampden-Sydney.  Professor  Blair,  our  Professor 
of  Latin,  was  offered  the  Chair  of  Greek  when  Hopkins 
faculty  was  first  organized.  Professor  Bagby  of  Hampden- 
Sydney  was  considered  not  only  a  great  teacher  but  a  great 
scientist.  Professor  Brock  started  at  Hampden-Sydney  as 
Professor  of  English,  changed  to  Greek,  then  to  modern 
languages.  We  used  to  say  of  him  that  he  could  think 
English,  talk  Latin  or  Greek,  write  French  with  one  hand 
and  German  with  the  other,  using  simultaneously  any 
four  of  the  five  languages. 

Our  ancient  and  honorable  Alma  Mater  calls  on  us  for 
support  in  her  old  age.  This  is  the  sixtieth  anniversary 
of  the  Class  of  '95.  This  may  be  the  last  roll  call  for  many 
of  us.  Answer  "Here"  with  a  subscription  at  least  equal 
to  one  day's  income. 

Sincerely, 
R.  H.  Watkins,  '95 


ANYTHING  NEW? 


#  To  alumni:   If  anything  new  has  happened  to  you  or  to  a  fellow  alumnus,  let  us  know  on  the  blank  below, 
or  write  a  letter. 

#  To  wives,  mothers,  and  sweethearts :  If  your  man  is  too  busy  or  too  modest  to  do  the  job  for  himself,  please 
do  it  for  him. 

Name.- Class 

Address 


Here  is  what  happened... 


Name  of  person  filling  out  blank  (if  other  than  the  above). 
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The  Record  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  Alumni  Association 


ALUMNI   NOTES 


1894 


Dr.  James  Gray  McAllister,  former  president  of  the  College, 
and  retired  professor  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Rich- 
mond, continues  to  supply  much  news  of  interest  to  the  files  of 
The  Record.  He  writes:  "The  October  Record  reached  me 
some  days  ago  and  was  read  with  interest  from  cover  to  cover. 
I  appreciate  the  inclusion  in  it  of  my  article  on  the  Hampden- 
Sydney  Academy."  And  in  a  later  letter:  "This  summer  I 
suggested  to  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Spence,  Curator  of  the  Historical 
Foundation  at  Montreat,  that  he  request  that  he  be  put  on  the 
mailing  list  for  The  Record,  and  if  possible,  to  get  back  num- 
bers. I  pointed  out  to  him  the  wealth  of  Presbyterian  history 
The  Record  has  been  publishing  and  the  advantage  of  having 
it  accessible  in  the  Foundation.  " 

Friends  of  the  McAllisters  will  be  distressed  to  learn  that  Mrs. 
McAllister  suffered  a  broken  wrist  in  a  fall  recently,  but  happy 
to  know  that  she  is  well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 

A  bronze  plaque  honoring  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Hayes  Sweets, 
for  nearly  forty  years  the  Executive  Secretary  of  Christian 
Education  and  Ministerial  Relief  for  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.  S.,  was  unveiled  in  the  Presbyterian  Center,  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
on  October  13.  A  brief  service  paid  tribute  to  Dr.  Sweets  as  an 
outstanding  executive  and  minister  who  was  the  founder  of  the 
annuities  program  of  the  church,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Association  of  American  Colleges,  the  creator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Educational  Association  of  the  South,  and  a  pioneer  in  Christian 
work  on  the  campuses  of  state  colleges  and  universities.  In  con- 
nection with  the  unveiling  of  the  plaque,  an  attractive  brochure 
in  memorial  to  Dr.  Sweets  was  distributed.  A  request  for  a  copy 
of  this  brochure  for  the  Hampden-Sydney  Library  has  been  sent 
to  the  Atlanta  office.  The  tribute  concludes,  "The  generations 
yet  unborn  will  profit  from  his  labors."  The  November  2  issue 
of  the  Christian  Observer  carries  the  complete  story  of  the  un- 
veiling and  a  copy  of  the  brochure.  Presiding  at  the  unveiling 
was  Dr.  William  A.  Benfield,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Annuities 
and  Relief  and  long  an  associate  of  Dr.  Sweets. 


1902 

Heretofore  unreported  in  The  Record  is  the  unveiling  of  a 
bronze  portrait-plaque  at  Greenbrier  Military  School  of  Houston 
B.  Moore,  who  served  that  school  as  its  president  from  1906  to 
1953. 

The  plaque  reads  "...  'This  Was  A  Man!'  Presented  by  the 
alumni  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  him  whose  ideals  remain  a 
constant  inspiration  to  those  who  follow  him." 

W.  L.  McKee,  Clerk  of  the  Session  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  sent  to  The  Record  office  a 
copy  of  the  church  News.  This  issue  contained  an  excerpt  from 
the  church's  history  relative  to  the  years  when  Dr.  J.  Allan 
Christian  served  as  pastor.  It  pays  high  tribute  to  the  leadership 
of  Dr.  Christian  and  points  out  the  phenomenal  growth  during 
his  fifteen  years  there.  Mr.  McKee  writes:  '  'It  was  my  privilege 
to  serve  with  Dr.  Christian  during  his  pastorate  here  and  I  know 
of  no  one  for  whom  I  have  greater  esteem  and  love.  He  also 
served  for  some  years  as  pastor  in  Mississippi.  As  I  was  very 
closely  associated  with  him  during  his  fifteen  years  in  Baton 
Rouge,  I  know  the  writer  of  the  article  was  speaking  only  the 
truth  in  his  description  of  Dr.  Christian's  service.  He  was  an 
asset  to  the  whole  community  and  endeared  himself  not  only  to 
his  congregation  but  to  everybody — Jew,  Gentile,  Protestant, 
Catholic,  White,  or  Negro.  It  was  a  blessing  when  this  'Virginia 
Yankee'  came  to  the  'deep  South',  but  when  he  retired  he  re- 
turned to  his  beloved  Virginia  and  has  served  as  Supply  through- 
out the  state.  He  is  now  at  Portsmouth,  Simonsdale  Presby- 
terian Church. " 


1903 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Reverend 
Albert  W.  Wood:  "Roanoke  Presbytery,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, has  given  me  the  status  of  Honorable  Retirement.  At 
present  I  am  living  in  Staunton,  Virginia.  I  am  not  quitting  the 
work  of  the  Christian  Ministry.  I  terminated  my  service  at 
Briery-Keysville-Meherrin  Presbyterian  Churches  the  last  of 
August.  This  was  automatic  according  to  the  requirement  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.   I  am  doing 


supply  work  as  I  have  opportunity.  My  interest  in  the  College 
is  unabated.  I  am  honored  at  this  time  as  Manager  of  my  class.  " 
Mr.  Wood's  address  is  Box  711,  Staunton,  Virginia. 


1908 
The  Richmond  News-Leader  of  Friday,  November  11,  pic- 
tured Dr.  Frank  S.  Johns  with  his  distinguished  guest  from  Scot- 
land. The  visitor  was  Dr.  Charles  P.  W.  Illingworth,  regius 
professor  of  surgery  at  the  University  of  Glasgow,  who  was  in 
Richmond  to  deliver  the  A.  Murat  Willis  lecture  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Johnston-Willis  Hospital  Medical  Society  at  the  Richmond 
Academv  of  Medicine. 


1910 
Dr.   Wyndham   B.   Blanton,   always   in   great   demand   as  a 
speaker,  addressed  the  William  Byrd  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  in  Richmond  early  this  fall.    His  subject 
was  '  'Medical  Practices  in  the  Colonial  Period. " 


1913 

Following  the  opening  organizational  meeting  of  the  Virginia 
House  of  Delegates  in  November,  Delegate  Harry  B.  Davis, 
chairman  of  the  education  committee  and  vice-chairman  of  the 
Gray  Commission,  introduced  the  constitutional  referendum 
bill.  The  House  gave  consent  for  the  names  of  all  nineteen  Dele- 
gates serving  on  the  commission  to  be  printed  as  co-patrons  of 
the  bill.  Numbered  among  these  was  Stuart  Wheatlej',  '26. 
Senator  Curry  Carter,  '15,  of  Staunton,  served  as  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Governor's  Commission  on 
Public  Education. 


1917 

From  Dr.  Thomas  Hodge  McGavack  of  Scarsdale,  New  York, 
comes  this  strong  statement  concerning  the  role  of  colleges  such 
as  Hampden-Sydney  in  the  United  States  today:  "I  cannot  help 
but  express  appreciation  of  the  excellent  editorial  by  Dr.  D. 
Maurice  Allan  in  the  current  issue  of  The  Record.  The  great 
bulwark  of  leadership  still  remaining  in  the  United  States  of 
America  today  is  cradled  in  the  small  college,  where  a  devoted 
and  creative  faculty  truly  educate  and  draw  out  the  best  that 
native  ability  permits  in  the  young  entrusted  to  its  care.  Heaven 
help  us  when  the  whole  process  becomes  a  mechanical  mill  with 
neither  heart  nor  soul  and  not  too  much  brain. " 

Dr.  Walter  S.  Newman,  president  of  Virginia  Polytechnic 
Institute,  has  recently  been  elected  and  installed  an  elder  in  the 
Blacksburg  Presbyterian  Church.    He  was  formerly  a  deacon. 

Dr.  Newman  has  been  one  of  several  speakers  in  a  series  of 
state-wide  meetings  scheduled  by  the  Council  of  Presidents  of 
State  Supported  Colleges  to  discuss  the  problems  brought  about 
by  the  anticipated  increases  in  enrollments. 


1919 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Crockett,  Jr.,  Roanoke  Memorial  Hospital's 
chief  of  medical  service,  has  applied  for  certification  in  the 
hospital's  new  radio-isotope  laboratory.  This  laboratory  is  being 
used  initially  for  the  study  and  treatment  of  thyroid  diseases  and 
certain  heart  conditions.  To  establish  the  new  laboratory,  the 
hospital  first  had  to  be  licensed  by  the  Atomic  Energy  Com- 
mission and  the  certification  of  physicians  was  made  necessary 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  deal  in  so-called  "hot"  elements, 
namely,  radioactive  iodine  (1-131).  Dr.  Crockett  serves  as  a 
member  of  the  supervisory  isotope  committee  of  the  laboratory. 


1923 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Gilmer,  Professor  of  Physics,  was  one  of  thirty- 
one  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration  personnel  and  Civil 
Defense  volunteers  participating  in  "Operation  Arme",  an  aerial 
radiological  monitoring  exercise,  which  was  conducted  at  the 
Nevada  Test  Site  in  Yucca  and  Frenchman  Flats.   Of  the  thirty- 


for  January,  1956 


19 


one  persons  who  took  part  in  the  exercise,  five  were  from  the 
Atomic  Energy  Commission,  one  from  the  Department  of  De- 
fense, and  twenty-five  were  from  State  and  Federal  civil  defense 
groups. 

Dr.  Gilmer  is  a  civil  defense  training  officer  for  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  is  considered  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  area 
on  the  subject.  He  has  been  widely  in  demand  as  a  speaker 
throughout  this  area. 

Robert  C.  Ingram,  D.D.S.,  writes:  "I  am  sorry  I  cannot  make 
it  to  Homecoming.  Best  regards  to  any  survivors  of  the  Class  of 
'23.  I  am  now  Chief  of  Dental  Service  at  the  Veterans'  Admin- 
istration Hospital  here  in  Atlanta.  My  present  address  is  4133 
Ashford  Road,  Atlanta  19,  Georgia." 

Dr.  Graham  Gordon  Lacy,  pastor  of  Central  Presbyterian 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C,  was  one  of  the  centennial  speakers 
at  the  Madison  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  Covington,  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  early  fall. 


1925 

Dr.  William  C.  Barger's  Mirror  Technique  Device,  designed  to 
aid  retarded  readers,  reported  in  the  October  issue  of  The  Record, 
was  headlined  in  the  News  Science  Reports.  This  publication 
issued  an  international  release  on  the  Barger  Mirror  Method  for 
teaching  certain  types  of  poor  readers,  following  the  Chicago 
demonstration  of  this  method.  In  a  letter  to  this  office.  Bill 
reflects  "...  all  this  speech-making  had  roots  in  the  Philan- 
thropic Literary  Society  Halls  where  forensic  gifts  were  happily 
cultivated. "  Dr.  Barger's  recent  activities  included  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  Sadler's  Wells  Ballet  group  at  his  home  in  Great 
Neck,  New  York.  He  also  spoke  of  meeting  Dr.  Robert  at  the 
reception  given  by  the  New  York  alumni  chapter  this  fall  in  the 
home  of  John  Henneman. 


1926 

Lewis  B.  Stephenson,  Jr.,  of  Warrenton,  formerly  of  Staunton, 
Virginia,  has  been  named  a  member  of  the  advisory  committee 
of  Group  III  of  the  Virginia  Bankers  Association.  Mr.  Stephen- 
son's appointment  came  at  the  forty-seventh  annual  meeting 
held  in  Staunton  in  October.  Group  III  includes  about  one 
hundred  banks  and  branches  from  Staunton  and  Waynesboro  on 
the  south,  and  Alexandria  on  the  north. 

Dr.  David  R.  Reveley  is  now  a  member  of  the  Education 
Department  at  Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Dr. 
Reveley  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Shepherd 
College,  Shepherdstown,  West  Virginia. 

Reuben  S.  Johns,  prominent  Cumberland  County  fanner,  was 
featured  in  a  Richmond  Times-Dispatch  story  on  November  21. 
Mr.  Johns  was  pictured  with  turkeys  on  his  farm.  Also  pictured 
was  his  daughter,  Reuben  Anne  Johns,  holding  a  thirty-five 
pound  turkey. 


1927 

Dr.  Graves  H.  Thompson,  Walter  Blair  Professor  of  Latin, 
delivered  the  main  address  at  the  state  convention  of  the  Junior 
Classical  League  held  at  the  University  of  Virginia  in  mid- 
October.  The  League  members  are  students  of  Latin  in  Senior 
and  Junior  high  schools  throughout  the  state.  Dr.  Thompson's 
subject  was  "Juventus  Romana". 


1928 

A  wedding  of  interest  in  Pulaski  in  December  was  that  of  Miss 
Mary  Berkeley  Cosby  Gilmer,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
C.  Gilmer,  and  Robert  Worth  MacAdoo.  Miss  Gilmer  attended 
National  Cathedral  School,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Randolph- 
Macon  Woman's  College,  Lynchburg. 

S.  Cabell  Dudley,  5  Adele  Street,  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  has 
been  promoted  to  Industrial  Lubrication  Engineer  for  Esso 
Standard  Oil  Company,  with  headquarters  in  Lynchburg.  His 
territory  includes  Lynchburg,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Salem,  Rocky 
Mount,  Stuart,  Martinsville,  Danville,  South  Boston,  Clarks- 
ville,  Brookneal,  and  Appomattox. 


Dr.  Bernard  E.  Bain,  of  Lynchburg,  has  been  appointed 
executive  director  of  the  Woodrow  Wilson  Centennial  Com- 
mission of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Bain  resigned  in  October  as  Superintendent  of  the  Presby- 
terian Home  in  Lynchburg.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Home 
held  a  reception  on  October  23  in  honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bain. 
In  recognition  of  their  fine  service  to  the  home  Dr.  John  Cunning- 
ham presented  to  the  Bains  a  silver  dish  from  the  staff.  Mr. 
Oscar  Drinkard  presented  a  silver  service  as  a  gift  from  the 
Board. 

Dr.  Bain,  prior  to  his  position  at  the  Home,  served  as  pastor 
of  the  Quaker  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  in  Lynchburg. 
His  book,  My  One  Hundred  Children,  was  published  last  year 
by  Simon  and  Schuster. 


1930 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  Reveley  and  children  of  Natural  Bridge, 
Virginia,  were  among  those  attending  Homecoming.  They 
also  visited  Mr.  Reveley's  mother,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Reveley,  in 
Farmville. 


1931 

The  Record  office  has  received  a  copy  of  the  bulletin  marking 
the  consecration  service  of  the  new  sanctuary  of  the  Pearisburg 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the  Reverend  John  W.  Sherman 
is  the  pastor.  Pictured  on  the  cover  is  the  Religious  Education 
Building  which  was  completed  in  1950  at  the  cost  of  $70,000. 
The  new  unit,  consecrated  on  November  20,  1955,  cost  approxi- 
mately $75,000  completely  furnished.  We  recognize  that  such  a 
program  cannot  be  done  by  one  person,  but  the  consecrated 
leadership,  the  prayers  and  labors  of  the  pastor,  played  no  small 
part  in  the  fulfilling  of  this  enterprise. 

S.  F.  McClure,  of  Spottswood,  prominent  in  fanning  circles 
of  Augusta  County,  was  listed  as  the  purchaser  of  the  top 
heifer  at  a  purebred  sale  held  in  October.  The  sale,  held  in 
Staunton,  was  sponsored  by  the  Staunton  and  Virginia  Hereford 
Breeders  Association. 

Members  of  the  class  getting  together  at  homecoming  were 
J.  E.  Traynham,  Jr.,  of  Waynesboro;  Earl  J.  Norris  and  Charles 
H.  Robertson,  of  Richmond;  E.  J.  Agsten,  of  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina;  and  T.  R.  Wilson,  of  Roanoke  Rapids,  North  Carolina. 


1932 

The  Richmond  Times-Dispatch  of  October  28,  1955,  carried  a 
picture  of  Hilton  Rufty  seated  at  the  carillon  bells  keyboard  in 
the  new  Frederick  William  Boatwright  Memorial  Chapel  at  the 
University  of  Richmond.  Mr.  Rufty's  first  recital  on  the  bells  was 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  opening  convocation  of  the  125th  anni- 
versary program  held  at  the  University  on  October  29. 

In  addition  to  special  concerts  from  time  to  time,  the  bells  will 
be  used  for  announcement  for  class  breaks  during  the  day.  The 
music  for  these  class  breaks,  little  melodies  of  about  an  octave  in 
length,  were  written  by  Mr.  Rufty. 


1933 

Dr.  A.  M.  DeMuth  headed  the  Special  Gifts  division  of  the 
Prince  Edward  County  Community  Chest  drive  this  fall  in  Farm- 
ville. His  division  went  over  the  top  in  donations,  and  was  the 
highest  ever  obtained  in  a  local  Chest  drive. 

Dr.  DeMuth  attended  a  refresher  course  in  children's  dentistry 
at  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia  in  Richmond  in  the  late  fall. 
This  course  is  sponsored  by  the  Virginia  Society  of  Dentistry  for 
Children. 

William  Twyman  Williams  III,  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  writes 
that  he  is  enjoying  his  work  as  Class  Manager.  He  says:  "I  have 
enjoyed  getting  in  touch  with  some  of  my  old  classmates  and 
remembering  the  days  when  we  were  at  Hampden-Sydney.  You 
see,  serving  as  a  class  manager  is  not  only  giving  me  a  chance  to 
do  something  for  the  school,  but  is  affording  me  a  lot  of  pleasure 
also. " 

The  Reverend  M.  Chick  Wilkerson  has  moved  from  the  Blacks- 
burg  Methodist  Church  to  South  Boston,  Virginia.  During  his 
tenure  in  Blacksburg  a  new  church  building  was  erected. 
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The  Reverend  Dr.  R.  McFerran  Crowe,  president  of  Belhaven 
College,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  is  the  author  of  a  timely  article 
entitled  "The  Reformed  Faith  and  Christian  Education"  which 
appeared  in  a  September  issue  of  The  Southern  Presbyterian 
Journal.  This  was  a  reprint  of  an  address  given  by  Dr.  Crowe  in 
August,  1955,  at  a  symposium  held  in  Weaverville,  North  Caro- 
lina. 


1934 

Hampden-Sydney  and  The  Reverend  Howard  C.  Cobbs  had 

additional  publicity  on  the  unveiling  of  the  Draper  plaque  when 
the  complete  story  of  Mr.  Cobb's  work  appeared  in  The  Presby- 
terian Survey,  official  publication  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Cobbs,  pastor  of  Chester  and  Centralia 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  Chesterfield  County,  serves  as  the 
Naval  Reserve  Chaplain  Unit  Commander  in  Richmond.  This 
program  in  Richmond  for  recruiting  future  chaplains  in  the 
Naval  Reserve  is  the  fourth  of  such  service  in  the  United  States 
and  allows  theological  students  to  get  immediate  commissions  as 
probationary  ensigns,  followed  upon  graduation  and  ordination 
by  commissions  as  lieutenants,  junior  grade,  in  the  Navy  Chap- 
lain Corps  reserve. 

The  new  address  of  Chaplain  Charles  S.  Ruff  is  United  States 
Naval  Hospital,  St.  Albans  25,  New  York. 


1935 

R.  Lee  Chambliss,  Jr.,  now  serves  as  president  of  the  Blacks- 
burg,  Virginia,  Community  Federation.  He  is  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Naval  Reserve  Research  Company  5-2.  Active  as  a 
churchman,  Mr.  Chambliss  is  a  deacon  in  the  Blacksburg 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School. 
Classmate  Dr.  Henry  S.  Mosby  is  also  a  deacon  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in  the  same  church. 

Homer  Alton  McKann  has  been  appointed  principal  of  Hermi- 
tage High  School  in  Henrico  County.  For  the  past  twenty-two 
years  he  has  been  with  the  Henrico  County  school  system,  serving 
as  assistant  principal  at  Highland  Springs  School  and  as  principal 
at  Montrose,  Sandson,  Dunbarton,  and  Lakeside  Schools.  His 
first  teaching  experience  was  at  Churchview  High  School  in 
Middlesex  County,  where  he  was  assistant  principal  and  baseball 
coach.  He  is  a  native  of  Middlesex  County  and  following  gradua- 
tion from  Hampden-Sydney,  received  his  Master  of  Science 
degree  from  the  University  of  Richmond.  Mr.  McKann  served 
on  the  VEA  Board  of  Directors  as  president  of  District  C.  He  is  a 
former  president  of  the  Henrico  County  Education  Association 
and  the  Henrico  Principals  Association.  He  has  always  been 
active  in  the  civic  and  religious  life  of  the  communities  in  which 
he  has  lived. 


1936 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Day  Carper  have  returned  to  the 
Belgian  Congo  after  a  furlough  spent  in  this  country.  They  have 
been  located  in  an  apartment  at  Mission  Haven,  a  furlough  home 
for  returned  missionaries,  located  adjacent  to  Columbia  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Decatur,  Georgia.  Writing  at  the  close  of  the 
nine  months  in  this  country,  the  Carpers  say:  "...  But  it  is 
with  no  pangs  nor  half-heartedness  that  we  begin  packing  our 
belongings  and  turn  our  back  on  Mission  Haven;  and  with  bright 
eyes  look  eastward  toward  the  land  of  Africa,  which  we  left  so 
long  ago.  This  has  been  a  very  happy  furlough  and  needless  to 
say,  very  busy  one.  We  have  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it,  but  are 
eager  to  get  back  to  the  work  which  we  left. " 

C.  Daniel  Shelburne,  2551  Wake  Drive,  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina, has  recently  been  promoted  to  the  office  of  vice-president  of 
the  Wachovia  Bank  and  Trust  Company  in  Raleigh.  He  was 
formerly  assistant  vice-president.  There  are  three  Hampden- 
Sydney  alumni  who  are  officers  of  Wachovia:  Henry  Harris,  '29, 
treasurer,  of  Winston-Salem;  Wilfred  Rainey,  '13,  of  Winston- 
Salem  and  Mr.  Shelburne. 

Mr.  Shelburne  is  a  graduate  of  the  Wharton  School  of  Com- 
merce of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Graduate  School 
of  Banking  of  Rutger's  University.  Before  joining  the  Wachovia 
organization  in  the  credit  department  in  1950,  he  was  associated 
for  ten  years  with  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Richmond, 
holding  the  position  of  senior  bank  examiner.  In  1952  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  credit  department  at  Wachovia's  Raleigh  office. 


William  T.  McChesney,  for  six  years  secretary  of  the  Staunton- 
Augusta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  joined  the  Canning  Land 
and  Cattle  Company,  a  Staunton  farm  and  cattle  brokerage  firm. 
Mr.  McChesney  will  be  in  the  real  estate  division  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  McChesney  recently  resigned  as  public  relations  advisor 
for  the  Shenandoah  Valley  Electric  Co-Operative  after  setting 
up  the  member  information  service  department  of  that  organi- 
zation. 

G.  D.  Moffett,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed  Industrial  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway  Company,  with  head- 
quarters in  Detroit,  Michigan.  His  address  is  Room  6-124, 
General  Motors  Building,  Detroit  2,  Michigan. 


1937 

The  Reverend  J.  Dwight  Pentecost  has  joined  the  faculty  of 
the  Dallas  Theological  Seminary,  teaching  in  the  departments  of 
Greek,  English  Bible,  and  Theology. 


1938 

Serving  as  pastor  of  the  largest  rural  Baptist  church  in  Vir- 
ginia is  The  Reverend  George  Kissinger  III,  of  Achilles,  Glou- 
cester County,  Virginia.  The  Union  Baptist  Church  was  formed 
in  1801  and  started  as  a  combination  of  several  churches  and  had 
a  steady  growth  from  its  founding.  The  present  building  has 
been  expanded  to  the  edge  of  the  property  on  all  four  sides.  At 
the  present  time  plans  are  under  way  for  the  building  of  an  en- 
tirely new  structure.  The  new  church,  to  be  constructed  within 
the  next  two  years,  will  be  located  in  front  of  the  present  building 
and  will  be  of  Colonial  architecture,  with  a  central  tower  and  a 
90-foot  spire.  The  educational  plant  will  accommodate  875  and 
the  entire  structure  will  cost  over  $250,000. 


1939 

T.  Kyle  Baldwin,  Farmville,  Virginia,  has  served  as  General 
Chairman  of  the  1955  Community  Chest  Campaign  in  Prince 
Edward  County.  In  this  task,  Mr.  Baldwin  exemplified  the  same 
qualifications  and  devotion  to  duty  which  he  shows  in  any  civic 
enterprise. 


1940 

With  the  opening  of  the  Atomic  Medicine  Laboratory,  Roa- 
noke Memorial  Hospital  is  one  step  closer  to  being  western 
Virginia's  most  completely  equipped  medical  center.  The  posi- 
tion of  hospital  administrator  is  held  by  William  H.  Flannagan. 

William  B.  White  writes:  "I  received  my  Ph.D.  in  English 
from  Lehigh  University  in  June,  1955,  having  been  an  instructor 
in  English  at  Lehigh  since  1948.  I  am  now  at  Salem  College  as 
an  Assistant  Professor  of  English."  Mr.  White's  home  address 
is  104  E.  Belews  St.,  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 

Homer  P.  Hatten,  president  of  Benzol  Cleaners  and  Dyers, 
Huntington,  West  Virginia,  is  currently  serving  as  president  of 
the  Huntington  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Mr.  Hatten  also  serves  as  a  member 
of  Huntington's  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

William  B.  Spong,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth,  was  successful  in  his 
bid  for  a  seat  in  the  Virginia  Senate  during  the  November 
election. 

Visitors  on  the  Hill  in  November  included  Herbert  R.  Stokes 
and  family  of  Grand  View  and  H.  Straughan  Stokes,  '00,  and 
son,  of  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina. 


1941 

The  new  address  of  Edward  Clyde  Pentecost  is  Apdo.  24807, 
Admon.  27,  Mexico  7,  D.  F. 

The  Washington  Post  and  Times  Herald  of  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 27,  carried  a  feature  article  entitled  "Community  Spirit 
Guides  McLean  High."  Pictured  on  the  page  is  Principal 
Craighill  S.  Burks  speaking  over  the  school's  two-way  communi- 
cation system  which  can  pipe  messages  or  music  into  any  class- 
room. '  'If  Fairfax  County's  new  McLean  High  School  has  more 
of  any  one  thing  than  do  other  area  schools,  it  is  community 
spirit,"  says  Principal  Burks.  Evidence  of  this  spirit  was  the 
turnout  of  more  than  650  parents  for  the  first  student-parent- 
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teachers  association  meeting  at  the  school  just  after  the  opening 
of  school.  The  building  is  constructed  with  rolling  grills  located 
in  the  main  first  floor  corridor  making  it  possible  to  use  the 
auditorium,  cafeteria,  and  gymnasium  for  night  community 
functions  without  opening  the  rest  of  the  building.  The  audi- 
torium, which  seats  approximately  eight  hundred  people,  will 
be  used  for  concerts  by  the  National  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
other  community  events  as  well  as  school  productions. 


1943 

Sarah  Ellen,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  P.  Moore,  of 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  was  baptised  in  College  Church 
on  Sunday,  November  6,  1955,  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Williams,  '03. 
Dr.  Williams,  former  pastor  of  the  church,  was  guest  minister 
for  the  Homecoming  Sunday. 

A  fund  to  erect  a  hospital  in  Appomattox  to  the  memory  of 
Dr.  David  A.  Christian,  Jr.,  who  was  killed  while  he  was  attend- 
ing a  wounded  man  last  February,  is  steadily  growing.  The 
following  account  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Virginia 
General  Practice  News: 

"It  is  felt  certain  his  [Dr.  Christian's]  colleagues  and  friends, 
wherever  the}-  may  be,  will  desire  to  express  their  personal 
feeling  for  Dr.  Christian  by  contributing  to  a  project  which  will 
honor  him  as  an  outstanding  Christian  gentleman,  an  excellent 
and  conscientious  physician  and  a  friend  to  all."  The  article 
also  stated  that  Dr.  Christian  was  keenly  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  a  hospital  to  serve  Appomattox  and  the  sur- 
rounding area. 


1944 
In  reply  to  a  request  for  news  concerning  alumni,  the  office 
received  an  unusual  announcement  entitled  "Have  You  Heard 
This  Story  of  The  Three  Little  Cranks?  (Better  known  as 
'The  Three  Self-Starters'  and  published  in  three  parts.)"  Pictured 
on  three  pages  are  drawings  of  Charles  Edward,  III,  born  on 
November  26,  1948;  Stephen  Lee,  born  on  October  16,  1951,  and 
Brian  Cornett  Crank,  born  on  August  30,  1955.  These  young 
men  were  born  in  the  Winchester  Memorial  Hospital  during  the 
time  when  their  father  Charles  E.  Crank,  was  serving  a  church 
in  near-by  Strasburg,  Virginia.  Their  new  home  is  located  at 
1811  Greenwood  Road,  S.  W.,  Roanoke,  where  their  father 
began  his  pastorate  at  the  First  Christian  Church  on  November 
first. 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Allan  C.  Anderson,  of  Marianna, 
Arkansas,  have  announced  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Mary 
Pollard,  on  September  20,  1955. 

Henley  C.  Hoge,  III,  is  now  employed  as  stockbroker  with 
Auchincloss,  Parker,  and  Redpath,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  His 
wife,  the  former  Joyce  Townsend,  brings  us  up-to-date  on  the 
family.  The  Hoges  have  three  sons,  Henley  Custis  Hoge,  IV, 
born  in  1949,  Robert  Townsend  Hoge,  born  in  1952,  and  Terry 
Julian  Hoge,  born  in  March,  1955.  Their  home  address  is  5603 
Pollard  Road,  Springfield,  Washington  16,  D.  C. 

Benjamin  Irving  Johns,  of  St.  Stephen's  School  in  Alexandria, 
Virginia,  is  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Hill.  During  the  Home- 
coming week  end  he  was  the  guest  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Johns,  in  Farmville. 


1945 

Ernest  P.  Gates,  who  has  been  serving  as  acting  Common- 
wealth's Attorney  for  Chesterfield  County,  was  elected  Common- 
wealth's Attorney  in  the  November  eighth  election.  His  election 
gave  Chesterfield  County  what  is  believed  to  be  the  only  father- 
son  Sheriff-Commonwealth's  Attorney  "team"  in  the  state. 
The  elder  Gates  was  elected  for  the  eighth  consecutive  time  to 
the  office  of  Sheriff. 

Mr.  Gates  was  elected  Chesterfield's  outstanding  young  man 
in  1952  as  reported  in  the  April,  1953,  Record.  Mrs.  Gates  is 
the  former  Miss  Virginia  Younce,  who  attended  Longwood 
College  while  Mr.  Gates  was  at  Hampden-Sydney.  Thev  have 
three  sons. 

Dr.  John  William  Powell  has  joined  the  Chesapeake  and 
Potomac  Telephone  Company  as  medical  director.  He  will 
head  the  company's  medical  department  and  will  consult  with 


examining  physicians  concerning  telephone  employees  throughout 
Virginia. 

Dr.  Powell,  a  native  of  Richmond,  attended  St.  Christopher's 
School  there  before  entering  Hampden-Sydney.  He  graduated 
from  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia  in  1950  and  served  his 
internship  and  residency  at  Stuart  Circle  Hospital  and  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Virginia  Hospital.  Since  then  he  has  been 
associated  in  the  practice  of  internal  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  H. 
Blanton.  At  the  time  of  this  new  appointment  Dr.  Powell  was 
hospital  associate  in  medicine,  a  member  of  the  cardiology  de- 
partment at  MCV,  and  an  associate  in  medicine,  attending 
staff,  at  Stuart  Circle.  « 

During  World  War  II,  Dr.  Powell  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
Navy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Country  Club  of  Virginia,  Rich- 
mond Academy  of  Medicine,  Medical  Society  of  Virginia,  and 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

A  wedding  scheduled  for  December  28  is  that  of  Miss  Margaret 
Seaman  McDonald,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Mc- 
Donald, of  Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey,  to  George  McGaughey 
Bales,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Bales,  of  Clifton  Forge,  Virginia. 

Miss  McDonald  is  a  graduate  of  Dean  Junior  College,  Franklin, 
Massachusetts,  where  she  received  a  degree  in  medical  secre- 
tarial science.  Mr.  Bales  is  now  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Kentucky  Military  Institute  at  Lyndon,  Kentucky.  During 
World  War  II  he  served  with  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Germany. 


1946 

Dr.  Richard  David  Noel  is  currently  serving  as  chief  resident 
physician  at  Lynchburg  General  Hospital.  Dr.  Noel  took  his 
pre-medical  training  here  at  Hampden-Sydney  and  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Georgia.  He  took  his  residency  at  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Hospital  in  Clifton  Forge  and  served  in 
the  United  States  Air  Force  at  Middleton  Air  Force  Base, 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noel  and  their  two  sons  live  at 
4400  Fort  Ave.,  Lynchburg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Dugger  and  son  of  Martinsville  were 
recent  guests  on  the  Hill.  Mr.  Dugger  has  recently  been  dis- 
charged from  McGuire's  Hospital  in  Richmond,  where  he  had 
undergone  a  serious  emergency  operation. 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Foley  have  returned 
from  their  North  Brazil  Mission  Station,  Sao  Iniz,  for  a  year's 
furlough  in  this  country.  They,  with  their  two  children,  will  make 
their  home  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  where  they  will  study 
during  this  furlough  year. 

The  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  Gazette  of  October  20,  1955, 
pictured  The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John  Venable  Moore  and  two 
sons  as  they  boarded  the  train  to  begin  a  five-year  assignment 
in  Korea  as  educational  and  evangelistic  missionaries.  They 
sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  November  first  for  Chunju,  South 
Korea. 

Mr.  Moore's  father,  the  late  Dr.  John  William  Moore,  was  a 
medical  missionary  in  China  for  three  years  before  returning  to 
Charleston  to  practice.  Mrs.  Moore's  parents  are  the  Reverend 
and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Boyer,  who  have  served  as  missionaries  in  Korea 
for  the  past  thirty  years. 

During  the  past  year  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Moore  have 
lived  in  Elkins,  West  Virginia,  where  Mr.  Moore  was  associated 
with  the  department  of  Bible  at  Davis-Elkins  College. 

Mr.  Moore's  mother,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore,  is  the  sister  of  Colonel 
Ben  Venable,  '15,  and  Richard  Venable,  '20. 

A  recent  communication  from  the  Moores  has  been  received 
through  the  Board  of  World  Missions  office  in  Nashville  in  which 
they  tell  of  their  trip  across  the  continent.  Their  address  is 
Presbyterian  Mission,  Chunju,  Chulla  Pukdo,  Korea. 


1947 

Charles  Bruce  Chandler  assumed  the  principalship  of  Chase 
City  Elementary  School  in  Mecklenburg  County  in  September. 
He  has  taught  at  Victoria  High  School  and  served  as  principal 
at  Fieldale  Elementary  School  and  at  Unionville  Elementary 
School.  Mr.  Chandler  holds  a  Master  of  Education  degree  from 
the  University  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  T.  Curlee,  2607  Alberta  Ave.,  S.  W., 
Roanoke,  Virginia,  announced  the  birth  of  a  son,  Parker  Adams, 
on  September  27,  1955.    They  have  one  other  son,  Sam  Curlee, 
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born  on  November  1 7,  1952.   Mrs.  Curlee  is  the  former  Elizabeth 
Adams,  of  Tampa,  Florida. 

The  Reverend  James  T.  Womack,  Jr.,  became  pastor  of  the 
Lincolnton,  North  Carolina,  Presbyterian  Church  on  December  1. 
Mr.  Womack  had  formerly  been  at  Bethel  Church  in  Staunton, 
Virginia,  where  he  had  a  most  successful  pastorate.  His  address 
is  304  E.  Congress  St.,  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Newman  Gilmer,  of  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, have  announced  the  birth  of  a  son,  William  Newman 
Gilmer,  Jr.,  on  October  14,  1955.  The  new  arrival  is  a  grandson 
of  Dr.  and  Mr,s.  Thomas  E.  Gilmer,  '2.1,  of  Hampden-Sydney. 

The  Gilmers  live  in  Richmond,  where  Mr.  Gil  Tier  is  connected 
with  Experiments  Incorporated. 


1949 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Thompson,  Jr.,  announce  the 
birth  of  a  son,  Warren  McCullouch,  born  on  October  31,  1955. 
Professor  Thompson  is  at  the  present  time  Assistant  Professor 
of  Biology  at  Hollins  College. 

William  M.  DeHardit  became  editor  of  the  Gloucester- 
Mathews  weekly  Gazette-Journal  on  December  1.  Mr.  De- 
Hardit has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  paper  since  1950.  He  succeeds 
Paul  Titlow,  who  retired  after  serving  as  managing  editor  for 
the  past  thirty-five  years. 

Mrs.  Dobbs  Pawley,  of  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  has  announced 
the  engagement  of  her  daughter,  Irene  Wallace,  to  Robert 
Mullins  Gravely,  of  Martinsville,  Virginia. 

Miss  Pawley  attended  Miss  Harris'  Florida  School  and 
graduated  from  Holton-Arms  School  and  Junior  College  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  She  also  attended  Hollins  College.  She  made 
her  debut  in  Washington  in  1951.  Mr.  Gravely  served  for  fifteen 
months  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  World  War  II. 

The  wedding  will  take  place  in  Martinsville  in  March. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Lacy  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ned  Warriner 
of  Richmond  were  week-end  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wall, 
Jr.,  '50,  at  the  time  of  the  Homecoming  activities  in  November. 

H.  Ratcliffe  Turner  has  recently  been  appointed  as  an  As- 
sistant Commonwealth's  Attorney  of  Henrico  County.  He 
succeeds  L.  Paul  Byrne,  who  resigned  to  devote  his  full  time  to 
the  practice  of  law.  The  appointment  was  made  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Commonwealth's  Attorney  E.  W.  Hening,  Jr., 
who  defeated  Mr.  Turner  for  that  office  in  the  Democratic 
primary  election  last  July.  Mr.  Turner's  uncle,  Harold  M. 
Ratcliffe,  had  held  this  office  for  twenty-six  years  prior  to  his 
death  in  1953. 

Mr.  Turner  received  his  law  degree  from  T.  C.  Williams 
School  of  Law.  During  World  War  II  he  served  with  the  Four- 
teenth Armored  Division.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Varina  Ruritan  Club,  and  the  Glen  Lea  Civic 
Association.   His  home  address  is  3819  Boiling  Road,  Richmond. 


1950 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Pritchard,  Jr.,  have  announced  the 
birth  of  a  daughter,  Katherine  Winston,  born  on  Saturday, 
December  10,  1955.  The  Pritchards  have  one  other  daughter, 
Virginia  Aiken.  Mr.  Pritchard  is  the  newly-elected  assistant  to 
the  president  at  the  College. 

One  of  the  new  members  of  the  faculty  at  Virginia  Episcopal 
School  in  Lynchburg  is  William  W.  Field.  Mr.  Field  is  teaching 
Latin  and  remedial  reading  and  is  assisting  in  coaching  track  and 
gymnasium  work.  He  formerly  taught  at  Staunton  Military 
Academy. 

The  Reverend  L.  Randolph  Harrison,  who  has  been  assistant 
pastor  of  the  First  Church,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  is  now  pastor  of 
the  newly-organized  Calvin  Church  of  the  same  city.  This  church 
was  organized  on  July  10,  1955,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  members.  The  Harrisons  live  at  7053  Adele  Drive,  Norfolk 
3,  Virginia. 

The  Reverend  Neil  Wyrick,  Jr.,  formerly  of  Brookneal,  Vir- 
ginia, sends  the  following  interesting  information  on  his  new 
work  in  Miami,  Florida:  '  'This  is  to  inform  you  of  my  change  of 
address  and  also  to  tell  you  of  my  new  work  here  in  Miami.  I  am 
busily  engaged  in  beginning  a  new  church  here  in  the  fastest 
growing  county  in  the  United  States,  Dade  County.  We  are 
presently  meeting  in  the  cafeteria  of  an  elementary  school  and 


are  growing  both  in  enthusiasm  and  members.  The  Palmetto 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  is  our  official  name,  is  but  one  of 
many  new  churches  building  in  this  area,  which  five  years  ago 
was  but  one  step  out  of  the  Everglades.  Now  it  is  a  suburb  of 
thousands  of  homes. "  The  Wyricks'  home  address  is  6250  S.  W. 
75th  Avenue,  South  Miami,  Florida. 

Lieutenant  (j.  g.)  P.  M.  Snyder  brings  us  up-to-date  on  his 
activities:  "It  has  been  some  time  since  I  communicated  with 
the  Alumni  Association,  so  will  begin  back  in  1950.  After  my 
graduation  from  Hampden-Sydney,  I  entered  Babson  Institute 
(Wellesley  Hills,  Massachusetts)  for  a  one-year  course  in  busi- 
ness administration.  Upon  completion  of  this,  I  managed  to 
avoid  the  draft  for  another  three  months  and  in  September  1951 
entered  the  School  of  Business  Administration  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina.  After  four  quarters  there,  I  received  my 
Master  of  Business  Administration  degree,  and  in  March  1953, 
enlisted  in  the  Navy.  After  two  and  one-half  years  in  the  Navy  I 
am  now  stationed  here  at  Cherry  Point,  and  am  eagerly  looking 
forward  to  my  discharge,  which  is  scheduled  for  next  July. " 
Lieutenant  Snyder's  address  is  BOQ-1  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  Air 
Station,  Cherry  Point,  North  Carolina. 

William  Smithers,  a  recruit  from  the  Actors  Studio  in  New 
York,  will  make  his  film  debut  in  a  featured  role  in  '  'Fragile 
Fox. "  In  the  forthcoming  film  to  be  released  by  United  Artists, 
Mr.  Smithers  will  be  teamed  with  Jack  Palance,  Eddie  Albert, 
Buddy  Ebsen,  and  Robert  Strauss.  Mr.  Smithers  has  recently 
gone  to  Hollywood  following  his  appearance  in  his  stage  role  in 
'  'End  As  a  Man.  " 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Y.  Neal,  of  Roanoke,  Virginia,  have  an- 
nounced the  engagement  of  their  daughter,  Mary  Jim,  to  Dr. 
Robert  Kent  Dyer,  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Miss  Neal  attended  Mary  Washington  College  and  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  Dr.  Dyer  graduated 
fro  n  the  University  of  Virginia  Medical  School  and  is  now  As- 
sistant Resident  in  Urology,  Louisiana  State  University  Service, 
at  Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  Upon  completion  of  special- 
ty training.  Dr.  Dyer  expects  to  return  to  Roanoke  to  practice. 

The  wedding  is  scheduled  for  December  30  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Roanoke.  One  of  the  groomsmen  will  be 
Fred  Hamlin,  '52,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Roanoke  Alumni 
Chapter. 


1951 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eldridge  Hord  Moore  of  Lexington,  Virginia, 
announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  John  Eldridge,  born  on  Wednesday, 
October  26.  Mrs.  Moore  is  the  former  Charlotte  Hall  Davis, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Charles  Hall  Davis  of  Hampden-Sydney.  The 
Moores  are  making  their  home  in  Lexington,  where  Mr.  Moore  is 
employed  on  a  teaching  Fellowship  at  Washington  and  Lee 
University. 

First  Lieutenant  Raymond  B.  Bottom,  Jr.,  55th  Strat.  Recon. 
Wing,  Forbes  A.  F.  B.,  Topeka.  Kansas,  writes:  "I  was  trans- 
ferred here  in  September  1955  from  Ramey  A.  F.  Base,  Puerto 
Rico.  I  will  be  in  service  another  eleven  months  and  will  be 
trained  at  Topeka  to  fly  jet  planes.  After  my  discharge  from  the 
service  I  hope  to  return  to  school  to  study  journalism. " 


1952 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Wrenn,  Emporia,  Virginia,  announce 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  Ann  Randolph,  born  on  October  21,  1955, 
at  Johnston-Willis  Hospital  in  Richmond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrenn 
were  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wall,  Jr.,  in  Farmville  during 
the  Homecoming  week  end. 

The  wedding  of  Miss  Betty  Curtis  Moncure,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Michael  Wallace  Moncure,  Jr.,  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
and  Charles  Miller  Dietz,  son  of  Mrs.  August  A.  Dietz,  Jr.,  and 
the  late  Mr.  Dietz,  took  place  on  October  29,  1955,  in  St.  Mark's 
Episcopal  Church,  Richmond.  Groomsmen  included  Robert  V. 
Hatcher,  '52,  T.  Austin  Sydnor,  Jr.,  '52,  W.  Bingham  White,  '52, 
and  Fred  M.  Hodges,  Jr.,  '56,  all  of  Richmond,  and  W.  Cabell 
Rives,  III,  '55,  of  Blackstone. 

After  a  reception  at  the  Commonwealth  Club,  the  couple  left 
for  a  Southern  trip.    They  will  make  their  home  in  Richmond. 


Robert  V.  Hatcher,  Jr.,  who  has  been  in  Korea  for  the  past 
eighteen  months,  returned  to  this  country  in  the  early  fall.    He 
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and  Mrs.  Hatcher  have  spent  some  time  visiting  Mrs.  Hatcher's 
mother,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Poindexter,  in  Fredericks  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Hatcher's  parents  in  Richmond. 

The  Reverend  Claud  W.  McCauley.  deacon-in-charge  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Our  Savior  in  Sandston,  Virginia,  was 
featured  this  fall  in  the  Richmond  Times-Dispatch  series  of 
articles  on  "Why  I  Became  a  Minister"  by  ministers  of  the 
Richmond  area.  To  quote  Mr.  McCauley  in  reference  to  his 
years  at  Hampden-Sydney:  "After  the  Army  came  Hampden- 
Sydney  College.  Four  wonderful  years  were  spent  there  ...  It 
was  here  that  my  house  of  faith  began  to  take  on  a  sense  of 
structure.  The  foundation  became  more  complete  and  some 
semblance  began  to  be  apparent.  Here  the  voice  of  God  began 
once  more  to  beckon  ..." 

Robert  S.  Mathews  brings  us  up-to-date  with  the  following 
news:  "Please  change  my  address  from  Norfolk  to  744-C  Ave., 
Coronado,  California.  Since  I  have  not  sent  any  personal  news 
for  a  long  time,  here  are  a  few  items  for  The  Record.  My  wife, 
Pat,  and  I  have  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Lee,  born  January  3,  1955. 
Since  graduating  from  Navy  OCS  last  December,  I  have  been 
stationed  at  Jacksonville,  Florida  (Aviation  Ground  Officers 
School);  Washington,  D.  C.  (Air  Intelligence  School);  and  am 
now  assigned  to  Patrol  Squadron  Forty  as  Air  Intelligence 
Officer.  I  have  just  returned  from  three  months  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  where  my  squadron  was  serving  as  part  of  the  Formosa 
Patrol  Force.  We  expect  to  be  living  in  Coronado  for  at  least 
the  next  year  and  possibly  longer." 


1953 

Douglas  S.  Divers,  Jr.,  writes  from  California:  "After  gradu- 
ation from  Hampden-Sydney  I  attended  V.  P.  I.  for  two  quarters 
taking  Business  Administration,  before  going  into  the  Army. 
For  the  first  ten  months  I  stayed  pretty  close  to  Virginia,  but 
in  March,  1955,  I  was  sent  to  Los  Angeles  with  a  Guided  Missile 
Brigade.  This  part  of  the  country  is  very  interesting,  but  I 
must  say  that  I  wouldn't  care  to  live  here.  Most  interesting  to 
|  me  have  been  the  bull  fights  in  Tijuana,  Mexico.  Dr.  Ghigo 
:  talked  so  much  about  them  that  I  felt  I  couldn't  miss  them. 
Also,  I  have  seen  some  wonderful  entertainment  due  to  the  fact 
that  I  was  so  close  to  Hollywood.  In  November  I  am  planning  a 
ten-day  leave  that  will  take  me  to  Hawaii.  By  December  15, 
I  hope  to  be  out  of  the  service  and  on  my  way  home  for  Christmas. 
I  hate  to  miss  Homecoming  but  guess  it's  just  a  little  too  far 
for  a  week  end.  Hope  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Hill  soon  after  my 
return." 

Harry  G.  McGinn  and  Virginia  Rogers  Terry  were  married 
on  October  1,  1955,  in  the  Carrollton  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  Robert  A.  Baldwin,  '52,  served  as  best 
man  for  the  occasion.  The  McGinns  reside  at  418  Fenton  Place, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  where  Mr.  McGinn  is  affiliated  with 
The  Southern  Bell  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 

Richard  R.  Davis  and  Barbara  Elena  Ellingson,  of  Hoffman, 
Minnesota,  were  married  on  June  17,  1955,  in  the  Lincoln 
Lutheran  Church,  Hoffman.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Medical  Technology  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 
Mr.  Davis  has  been  employed  since  graduation  by  the  Reynolds 
Metals  Company  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  as  a  salesman.  The 
Davis'  home  address  is  423  Harvard  St.,  in  Norfolk. 


1955 

William  F.  Cheek.  Ill,  of  Richmond,  and  William  H.  Daughtrey 
of  Emporia,  were  among  the  seven  first-year  students  at  the  T. 
C.  Williams  School  of  Law  at  the  University  of  Richmond  to  be 
pledged  by  Delta  Theta  Phi,  legal  fraternity.  Mr.  Daughtrey  is 
currently  serving  as  Class  Manager  of  the  Alumni  Fund. 

The  following  citation  was  made  to  A-1C  George  A.  Grekos 
as  "Airman  of  the  Month"  from  the  3919th  Air  Base  (SAC), 
New  York:  "His  performance  of  duty  in  the  office  to  which  he 
is  assigned  has  been  outstanding,  and  reflects  his  initiative, 
ability,  and  knowledge  of  his  designated  duties.  Airman  Grekos 
exhibits  a  strong  sense  of  responsibility  and  high  standard  of 
efficiency  seldom  found  in  airmen  of  equal  experience.  He 
thoroughly  demonstrates  all  the  desirable  attributes  of  an  out- 
standing airman.  His  conduct,  appearance,  and  military  bearing 
are  of  the  highest  caliber  and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
fellow  airmen."  Airman  Grekos  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Apostalos  G.  Grekos,  of  Amherst,  Virginia.  His  address  is 
A-1C  George  A.  Grekos,  3919  Installation  Squadron,  A.  P.  O. 
129,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Janet  Lee  Botbyl  and  Amos  Charles  Saunders  were 
married  on  Saturday,  September  10,  1955  in  the  First  Presbv- 
terian  Church  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey.  A  reception  at  the 
Peacock  House  followed  the  ceremony.  After  a  wedding  trip 
through  the  south,  the  couple  returned  to  reside  at  62  King  St., 
Haledon,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Saunders  is  attending  Columbia 
University  Law  School. 

Preceding  the  wedding  ceremony,  Thomas  L.  Thorne,  '55, 
sang  three  musical  numbers.  William  B.  Taylor,  '55,  served  as  an 
usher.   John  Einreinhofer,  '58,  was  also  present. 

Miss  Joan  Marilyn  Botbyl  and  William  B.  Taylor  were  mar- 
ried on  Saturday,  December  3,  1955,  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey.  Following  the  ceremony,  a 
reception  was  held  at  the  Robin  Hood  Inn,  Clifton,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  making  their  home  in  Berryville, 
Virginia,  where  Mr.  Taylor  is  teaching  Latin  and  Chemistry  in 
the  Berryville  High  School. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Patricia  Holt  Abernathy  to  Elwood 
Allen  Rice  took  place  on  Saturday,  November  5,  1955,  at  the 
Galilee  Episcopal  Church  at  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia.  A  recep- 
tion followed  at  the  Princess  Anne  Country  Club. 

Mrs.  Rice  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emory  Morris 
Abernathy  of  Virginia  Beach.  Mr.  Rice  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elwood  Rice  of  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania. 

A  November  wedding  of  interest  was  that  of  Miss  Patty  Miller 
Derring  of  Roanoke,  to  William  Eugene  Coleman,  Jr.,  of  Rich- 
mond. Mrs.  Coleman  is  a  graduate  of  Longwood  College  where 
she  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma  sorority  and  the  Cotil- 
lion Club.  Mr.  Coleman  was  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi  social  fra- 
ternity. 

William  C.  Mounts  entered  Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
in  September.  In  writing  of  his  graduation  at  Southern  Metho- 
dist University  in  June,  he  says:  "No  exciting  news  about  my- 
self. I  was  just  one  of  some  700  plus  graduates  from  a  large 
University.  However,  I  was  one  of  the  few  that  received  the  A.B. 
degree,  majoring  in  History  and  Greek  (that'll  knock  Dr.  Wilson 
over)  and  minoring  in  Philosophy  and  English  (doubled  all  the 
way). " 


1954 

The  marriage  of  Elizabeth  Lee  Blake  to  Harry  Benjamin 
Vincent  took  place  on  Saturday,  December  17,  1955.  Mrs. 
Vincent  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Blake  of 
Richmond.  Mr.  Vincent,  whose  home  is  in  Skippers,  Virginia, 
is  at  the  present  time  a  student  at  the  T.  C.  Williams  School 
of  Law,  where  he  is  a  member  of  Delta  Theta  Phi  legal  fra- 
ternity. 

Henry  S.  Patterson  has  moved  his  place  of  residence  and  is 
now  living  at  2415  Spencer  Road,  Apartment  3,  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Miss  Jane  Dickey  Finegan  and  Ensign  William  Calhoun 
Boinest  were  married  on  Saturday,  October  15,  1955,  at  First 
English  Lutheran  Church,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Ushers  included  Lieutenant  Edward  Jerrold  Page,  '52,  of  Ft. 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  and  Fred  Murchison  Hodges,  Jr.,  '56, 
of  Richmond. 


Miscellaneous 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melville  Ezra  Ingalls  III,  of  Babylon,  Long 
Island,  have  announced  the  engagement  of  their  daughter, 
Carroll,  to  Blair  Cochran  Gammon,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  G. 
Gammon,  of  Richmond. 

Miss  Ingalls,  who  is  the  great  niece  of  Fay  Ingalls,  of  Hot 
Springs,  Virginia,  attended  St.  Timothy's  School  in  Stevenson, 
Maryland,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Beverley  School,  New  York.  She 
made  her  debut  in  New  York  in  1954. 

Mr.  Gammon  is  a  graduate  of  Woodberry  Forest  School  and  of 
the  University  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  a  member  of 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity,  the  Order  of  Gimghoul,  and  Phi 
Beta  Kappa.  He  served  two  years  with  the  United  States  Naval 
Reserve  during  the  Korean  war.  At  the  present  time  he  is  associ- 
ated with  Crawford  Manufacturing  Company  of  Richmond. 

The  wedding  is  scheduled  for  February. 

The  Reverend  William  Brevard  Rogers,  pastor  of  College 
Church  from  1953  to  1955,  was  installed  as  Presbyterian  Minister 
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to  Students  at  the  North  Texas  State  College  and  the  Texas 
State  College  for  Women  in  Denton,  Texas,  on  October  5,  1955. 
The  installation  was  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Board  for 
Student  Work  at  these  above-named  institutions. 

Friends  of  Mr.  Rogers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  his 
father  during  the  late  summer. 

After  more  than  two  decades  of  planning,  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in  Waynesboro,  Virginia. 
It  is  a  colonization  project  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  city.  Mayo  Scott  Nininger,  Professor  of  Spanish  at  Hamp- 
den-Sydney,  1925-1930,  serves  as  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  new 
church. 

W.  Herman  Bell,  head  of  the  Department  of  Romance  Lan- 
guages from  1927-1944,  was  a  visitor  on  the  Hill  in  November  as 
a  member  of  the  committee  visiting  the  Vocational  Guidance 
Center.  Mr.  Bell,  since  July  1952,  has  been  Director  of  Guidance 
for  the  Portsmouth  City  Schools. 

Friends  of  the  Bells  will  be  interested  to  know  that  their  son, 
W.  Herman  Bell,  Jr.,  is  one  of  the  two  students  from  Virginia 
who  are  candidates  for  a  Rhodes  Scholarship. 


NECROLOGY 

BOAZ.  Dr.  Emmett  Daniel  Boaz,  '15,  died  on  November  6, 
1954.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Westminster  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  with  burial  in  the 
Boaz  family  plot  in  Monticello  Memorial  Park. 

Dr.  Boaz  was  born  in  Covesville,  Virginia,  on  April  24,  1893, 
the  son  of  the  late  J.  J.  and  Carrie  Wheeler  Boaz.  His  primary 
education  was  under  private  tutors.  He  attended  Red  Hill  High 
School  and  Randolph- Macon  Academy.  His  pre-medical  work 
was  taken  at  Hampden-Sydney  and  Randolph-Macon  College 
and  his  medical  training  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1918. 

Dr.  Boaz  was  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical 
Association,  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  the  American 
Academy  of  Otolaryngology. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Martha  Gusette  Boaz,  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Carrie  Wheeler  Boaz;  and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Thomas  E. 
Ruffin,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  Mrs.  Edward  N.  Atkinson,  Ashe- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  and  Mrs.  Edgar  B.  Parkin  of  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina. 

BUCHANAN.  William  Cumming  Buchanan,  Class  of  1887,  died 
at  his  home  in  Colonial  Heights,  Va.  on  December  2,  1955  after 
several  years  of  declining  health.  Throughout  his  long  and  active 
life  he  held  a  deep  love  for  Hampden-Sydney  College  and  was  its 
oldest  contributor  to  the  Alumni  Fund. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1870.  He  received  his  A.B.  and  B.Litt.  from 
Hampden-Sydney  College  and  his  B.D.  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.  In  1920  Hampden-Sydney  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

He  served  one  year  as  stated  supply  at  Arkadelphia,  Arkansas, 
and  in  1891  began  his  service  as  a  foreign  missionary  to  Japan 
which  lasted  for  forty-five  years.  He  was  retired  in  1935,  but  con- 
tinued in  service  as  pastor  at  the  West  End  Presbyterian  Church, 
Hopewell,  Va.,  and  later  at  the  Colonial  Heights  Presbyterian 
Church,  Colonial  Heights,  Va. 

His  first  wife  was  Minnie  Hart  Crump  of  Harrison,  Arkansas 
who  died  in  1922.  In  1928  he  married  Bessie  Jane  Shafer  of 
Cobleskill,  N.  Y.,  in  Yokahama,  Japan. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Bessie  Shafer  Buchanan,  of 
Colonial  Heights,  Va.;  two  sons,  the  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Buchanan,  of 
Bethesda,  Md.,  and  William  S.  Buchanan,  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C;  three  daughters,  Miss  Elizabeth  O.  Buchanan,  of  Kasugai, 
Japan,  Mrs.  J.  Wilson  of  Aylesbury,  England,  and  Mrs.  Alice 
Cottrell,  of  Menlo  Park,  Calif.;  and  twelve  grandchildren  and 
five  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Colonial  Heights,  Va.  with  burial 
in  Blandford  Cemetery.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Clarence  K.  Ale,  '35,  pastor  of  the  Colonial  Heights  Presby- 
terian Church,  along  with  several  other  Presbyterian  ministers. 

'  'Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant. " 


HART.  Judge  John  M.  Hart,  '86,  died  in  Roanoke,  Virginia, 
on  Monday,  December  12,  1955.  He  was  eighty-eight  years  of 
age. 

Mr.  Hart  was  a  native  of  Prince  Edward  County.  Following 
graduation  from  Hampden-Sydney,  he  attended  the  University 
of  Virginia  where  he  received  his  bachelor  of  laws  degree.  He 
went  to  Roanoke  in  1899  to  begin  the  practice  of  law.  In  1904 
he  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  in  1907  was  elected 
to  the  Virginia  State  Senate.  He  was  re-elected  in  1911  and  in 
1912  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention 
that  nominated  Woodrow  Wilson.  Later  he  was  named  by 
President  Wilson  as  collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  Western 
Virginia  but  resigned  before  expiration  of  his  term  to  resume 
law  practice. 

Judge  Hart  was  appointed  by  the  late  Governor  Lee  Trinkle 
in  1922  to  a  vacancy  on  the  Corporation  Court  (later  Hustings) 
bench.  He  was  reelected  to  the  judgeship  by  the  General  Assembly 
the  following  year.  The  Roanoke  Bar  Association  endorsed 
him  for  reelection  but  he  was  defeated  by  a  small  margin.  Judge 
Hart  was  then  elected  commissioner  of  revenue,  a  post  he  held 
until  his  retirement  at  the  end  of  1953. 

Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Wednesday,  December  13,  with  burial  in  Evergreen 
Cemetery. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Caroline  Overton  Harris  Hart; 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Nuckolls  of  Blacksburg  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  P.  Barnes,  of  Roanoke;  and  two  sisters,  Miss  Alice 
S.  Hart  and  Miss  Margaret  E.  Hart  of  Roanoke. 

The  following  tribute  to  Judge  Hart  appeared  in  The  Roanoke 
Times  on  December  14:  "Few  men  in  Roanoke's  history  have 
held  so  many  important  public  offices  as  Judge  John  M.  Hart 
who  died  Monday  at  the  age  of  88.  That  career  began  in  1904  .  .  . 
Coming  to  Roanoke  when  it  was  a  small  town,  he  was  deeply 
attached  to  its  citizens  and  identified  himself  closely  with  its 
interests  .  .  .  Certainly  the  people  of  Roanoke  had  a  high  regard 
for  Judge  Hart,  for  his  forthright  character  and  for  the  quality 
of  the  public  service  he  rendered.  He  had  a  keen  legal  mind 
and  intense  personal  convictions.  The  vigor  of  his  personality 
and  the  readiness  to  express  himself  at  times  precipitated  him 
in  controversy.  But  no  one  doubted  the  depth  of  his  principles 
or  the  sincerity  with  which  he  stood  up  for  them.  He  was  a 
rugged,  determined  individualist  whom  his  fellow  citizens  re- 
spected. In  public  office  and  in  private  life  he  served  them  ably 
and  faithfully.  He  leaves  an  enduring  mark  upon  this  com- 
munity." 

HENRY.  Robert  E.  Henry,  '02,  widely  known  retired  textile 
executive  and  a  past  president  of  the  American  Cotton  Manu- 
facturers Association,  died  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  on 
Sunday,  October  23,  1955.    He  was  seventy-five  years  old. 

Mr.  Henry  was  a  native  of  Tazewell,  Virginia,  a  son  of  the 
late  Robert  Randolph  and  Lucy  Ashby  Henry.  Following  his 
graduation  from  Hampden-Sydney,  Mr.  Henry  taught  for  one 
year  at  Hoge  Military  Academy.  Deciding  to  make  textiles  his 
business  career,  Mr.  Henry  attended  the  Philadelphia  Textile 
School. 

His  first  official  position  in  textiles  was  as  superintendent  of 
Maginnis  Cotton  Mills  in  New  Orleans.  From  1908  to  1914  he 
was  superintendent  of  a  group  of  mills  headed  by  Colonel  Leroy 
Springs.  He  then  went  to  Greenville  briefly  as  manufacturing 
manager  of  the  Victor- Monaghan  Mills.  From  1917-1919  he 
was  general  superintendent  of  Utica  Steam  and  Mohawk  Valley 
Cotton  Mills  at  Utica,  New  York.  He  returned  to  Greenville  in 
1919  to  become  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  Dunean  Mills. 
Two  years  later  he  became  president  of  Dunean  and  at  the  same 
time  was  named  president  and  treasurer  of  Watts  Mills  and  the 
Aragon  Baldwin  Mills  and  the  Victor- Monaghan  Company. 
In  1946  these  four  companies  were  merged  with  J.  P.  Stevens 
and  Company  and  Mr.  Henry  was  made  vice  president  in  charge 
of  these  and  other  properties  of  the  Stevens  group. 

Mr.  Henry  was  president  of  the  American  Cotton  Manu- 
facturers Association  for  1937-38  and  was  a  past  president  of 
the  South  Carolina  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association.  Following 
his  retirement  in  1950,  Mr.  Henry  increased  his  activities  in 
civic  affairs  both  on  the  state  and  local  levels.  In  1952  he 
served  as  president  of  the  South  Carolina  State  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  for  two  years  headed  the  American  Cancer  Society 
campaigns  in  Greenville  County,  and  has  served  as  a  trustee 
and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  J.  E.  Sirrine 
Textile  Foundation.  He  was  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  of  the  Piedmont  and  Northern  Railway,  and  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank,  Charlotte  District.  He  was  on  many  other 
local  and  civic  organization  boards. 
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An  active  churchman,  Mr.  Henry  was  a  warden  and  vestry- 
man of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Greenville,  and  a  member  of 
the  vestry  of  St.  John's  in  the  Wilderness  Church  at  Flat  Rock, 
North  Carolina. 

In  recent  years  honorary  degrees  had  been  bestowed  upon 
Mr.  Henry  by  Clemson  College  and  by  Presbyterian  College. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Christ  Episcopal  Church  with 
burial  in  the  church  cemetery.  Survivors  are  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Emmie  McCrary  Henry;  one  son,  R.  Carter  Henry  of 
Greenville;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Gillespie,  both  of  Roanoke,  Virginia;  one  brother,  C.  S.  Ashby 
Henry,  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  and  by  four  grandchildren. 

Always  a  staunch  supporter,  generous  contributor,  and  friend 
of  Hampden-Sydney,  "Bob"  Henry  left  many  to  mourn  his 
passing.  Those  who  knew  him  best  can  say  with  an  associate 
who  wrote  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  death:  "The  passing  of  R.  E. 
Henry  brings  sincere  sadness  to  many  people  from  New  England 
to  New  Orleans  and  particularly  in  our  state  and  in  Greenville. 
Mr.  Henry  was  a  most  lovable  person  and  an  outstanding  man 
in  textiles  and  in  civic  affairs.  Whatever  the  occasion,  his 
opinion  was  sought  and  his  suggestions  highly  regarded  and 
usually  followed.  He  was  an  exceptionally  thorough  and  clear 
thinker  and  was  always  on  the  right  side.  The  textile  industry 
of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  city  of 
Greenville,  and  hundreds  of  folks  in  all  walks  of  life  in  Bob 
Henry's  passing  will  miss  a  man  dearly  loved  by  thousands  and 
one  of  the  grandest  ever." 

SCOTT.  Heretofore  unreported  in  these  columns  is  the  death  of 
Carroll  T.  Scott,  '23.  Mr.  Scott  died  in  Richmond  during  the 
summer  after  an  extended  illness. 

SMITH.  T.  C.  Williams  Smith,  '39,  of  "Bewdley",  near 
Walkerton,  King  and  Queen  County,  died  on  August  4,  1955. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  July  26,  1915,  at  Rose  Hill,  in  Greenwood, 
Albemarle  County,  the  son  of  the  late  James  Gordon  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Ella  Williams  Smith.  He  was  educated  at  St.  Christopher's 
School,  Woodberry  Forest,  and  Hampden-Sydney  College. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Mitchell  Smith;  three 
sons,  T.  C.  Williams  Smith,  Jr.,  Douglas  Mitchell  Smith,  and 
James  Gordon  Smith;  his  mother;  three  brothers,  William 
Massie  Smith,  of  Charlottesville,  H.  Marston  Smith  of  Warsaw, 
and  David  Ames  Smith,  of  Greenwood;  and  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
John  White,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  Miss  Ella  Gordon  Smith, 
of  Greenwood. 

SYDENSTRICKER.     John  A.  Sydenstricker,  '00,  died  at  his 


home  in  Marlington,  West  Virginia,  on  Monday,  December  12, 
1955.    He  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Sydenstricker  was  a  native  of  Hillsboro,  Pocahontas 
County,  West  Virginia.  Since  1903  he  had  been  connected  with 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Marlington  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  serving  as  vice  president  and  cashier.  He  was  also 
serving  in  his  fourteenth  year  as  a  director  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  Richmond. 

In  April  of  1955,  Mr.  Sydenstricker  was  chosen  for  listing  in 
Who's  Who  in  America.  Commenting  on  the  announcement 
of  this  honor,  the  Pocahontas  Times  had  this  to  say:  "This  is 
an  honor  richly  deserved.  It  comes  to  about  one  person  in 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand.  Mr.  Sydenstricker's  honor  is  in  the 
field  of  banking.  He  has  served  the  Marlington  Bank  for  many 
years,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Richmond  Branch  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank.  The  only 
wonder  is  that  this  listing  has  not  come  before."  (The  edition  of 
Who's  Who,  listing  Mr.  Sydenstricker's  biographical  sketch,  is 
not  yet  off  the  press.    Ed.) 

His  wife,  Mrs.  Florence  Kramer  Sydenstricker,  died  of  a  heart 
attack  on  December  23.  Mr.  Sydenstricker  is  survived  by  a 
brother,  James  Lacy  Sydenstricker,  '94,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
and  two  sisters,  Miss  Virginia  Sydenstricker  and  Mrs.  Ivan 
Colson,  both  of  Roanoke,  Virginia. 

WILLIAMS.  Dr.  Leonidas  Williams,  '32,  physician  and  surgeon 
of  Lewisburg,  West  Virginia,  died  on  Sunday,  June  26,  1955, 
following  a  heart  attack. 

Dr.  Williams  was  born  in  Williamsburg,  West  Virginia,  and 
had  spent  his  entire  life  in  Greenbrier  County.  He  received  his 
medical  degree  from  the  University  of  Virginia,  after  receiving 
his  B.A.  degree  from  Hampden-Sydney.  He  had  practiced  his 
profession  at  East  Rainelle  and  other  neighboring  Greenbrier 
County  communities  before  opening  an  office  in  Lewisburg. 

Dr.  Williams  was  a  member  of  the  Frankford  Presbyterian 
Church  and  of  the  East  Rainelle  Lodge  No.  166  A.  F.  and 
A.  M. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from  the  home,  and  burial 
was  in  Rosewood  Cemetery,  with  Masonic  rites  by  Midland 
Trail  Lodge  of  East  Rainelle. 

Survivors  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Madeline  Kincaid  Williams,  an 
infant  son,  David  Lee;  his  parents,  Charles  B.  and  Lorena  Garner 
Williams,  all  of  Lewisburg;  two  brothers,  Dr.  Ray  Williams,  '30, 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  C.  N.  Williams,  of  Charleston,  West 
Virginia;  and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Bessie  Estep,  Mrs.  Glessie 
Arbaugh,  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Kneisley,  all  of  Lewisburg. 
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HAMPDEN-SYDNEY  BENEFITS  FROM 
STANDARD  OIL  GIFT 

Hampden-Sydney  College  was  one  of  seven  independent  Vir- 
ginia colleges  sharing  in  a  financial  grant  for  operating  purposes 
given  by  a  foundation  formed  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
of  New  Jersey  and  its  affiliates,  including  Esso  Standard  Oil 
Company. 

A  total  of  $566,000  was  to  be  divided  among  193  schools  for 
undergraduate  education.  Hampden-Sydney's  portion  is  $2,000. 
Other  recipients  in  Virginia  are  Hollins,  Randolph-Macon, 
Randolph-Macon  Woman's  College,  Richmond,  and  Washing- 
ton and  Lee.  Sweet  Briar  also  received  a  grant  restricted  for 
use  in  building. 

This  beneficence  of  Standard  Oil  of  New  Jersey  is  one  more 
evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  which  private  business  is 
taking  in  the  welfare  of  private  education. 

JIM  HICKEY  VOTED  VIRGINIA  COACH  OF  YEAR 

Jim  Hickey,  Hampden-Sydney's  athletic  director  and  head 
football  coach,  was  awarded  the  title  of  Virginia  college  foot- 
ball coach  of  the  year  in  balloting  among  members  of  the 
Virginia  Sports  Writers  and  Sportscasters  Association.  Other 
coaches  receiving  votes  were  VPI's  Frank  Moseley,  Randolph- 


Macon's  Paul  Severin,  VMI's  John  McKenna,  Emory  and 
Henry's   Casto   Ramsey,   and   Richmond's   Ed  Merrick. 

Coach  Hickey  clearly  earned  this  distinction  by  guiding  his 
Tiger  team  through  the  most  successful  season  in  Hampden- 
Sydney's  history.  Only  a  one  point  loss  to  Randolph-Macon 
marred  the  record. 

Mr.  Hickey  came  to  Hampden-Sydney  in  1951  from  Rich- 
mond's John  Marshall  High  School,  where  he  had  done  an  out- 
standing job.  Under  his  tutelage,  the  Garnet  and  Gray  has  a 
27-11-4   record,  with  two   Mason-Dixon   Conference  titles. 

HISTORY  OF  PRINCE  EDWARD  COUNTY 
BY  H.  C.  BRADSHAW,  '30 

Published  too  late  for  review  in  this  issue  is  the  History  of 
Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia,  by  Herbert  Clarence  Brad- 
shaw,  '30.  This  monumental  work  (934  pages)  traces  the  story 
of  the  county  in  which  Hampden-Sydney  is  located  "from  its 
earliest  settlements  through  its  establishment  in  1745  to  its 
bicentennial  year."  Naturally,  the  story  of  the  College  appears 
woven  in  as  an  integral  part  of  the  whole  account. 

The  book  is  published  by  the  Dietz  Press  of  Richmond,  and 
sells  for  ten  dollars.  A  full  review  is  expected  to  appear  in 
the  next  issue  of  The  Recoro. 
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The  Record  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  Alumni  Association 


ATHLETICS 


Football  Season  Best  Yet 

Despite  a  7-6  loss  to  Randolph-Macon  on  November 
1 2th  which  ended  Hampden-Sydney's  longest  football  win 
streak  in  history  at  12  games,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
Bengals  have  just  completed  their  greatest  single  grid  sea- 
son since  1892. 

The  Presbyterians  finished  their  '55  card  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee,  on  November  19th  with  a  handy  33-0  verdict 
over  the  Mountaintop  aggregation  to  compile  a  record  of 
eight  wins  against  a  single  loss.  Their  impressive  season 
gave  them  the  best  record  in  the  state. 

Probably  at  no  time  during  Tiger  football  did  so  much 
ride  on  one  game  as  it  did  in  the  Tiger-Jacket  clash  at 
Ashland.  For  with  the  loss  to  Randolph-Macon  went  both 
the  Mason-Dixon  and  Virginia  Little  Seven  Champion- 
ships as  well  as  a  possible  bid  to  the  famed  Tangerine  Bowl 
at  Orlando,  Florida,  on  January  2d.  Unofficial  sources 
had  it  that  a  possible  match  between  Hampden-Sydney  and 
a  sister  school,  Centre  of  Kentucky  would  have  been  in 
the  making  had  the  Tigers  gotten  by  the  Ashlanders. 

As  things  turned  out,  the  best  the  Tigers  could  do,  de- 
spite their  fine  season,  was  a  tie  with  the  Jackets  for  the 
Little  Seven  Championship. 

The  Tiger  win  streak  started  in  October  1954  as  they 
downed  their  last  five  opponents  of  the  season.  They  took 
up  where  they  left  off  on  September  17th  this  year  when 
they  downed  West  Virginia  Tech,  20-14.  After  an  open 
date  they  went  on  to  topple  Emory  &  Henry  8-0;  Guil- 
ford 7-6;  Johns  Hopkins  19-6;  Western  Maryland  31-12  ; 
Bridgewater  34-0;  and  Washington  &  Lee  35-7.  For 
eight  weeks  the  Tigers  were  ranked  with  the  nation's  un- 
beaten and  untied,  and  for  awhile  it  looked  as  though  they 
might  go  all  the  way. 

A  sturdy  line  and  speedy  backs,  the  main  characteristics 
of  the  '55  squad,  were  the  result  of  five  years  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  head  coach  Jim  Hickey  and  his  assistants 
Bob  Thalman  and  "Weenie"'  Miller. 

The  Tigers  started  their  campaign  primarily  as  a  de- 
fensive unit,  but  by  the  Johns  Hopkins  tilt  began  to  roll 
offensively  behind  the  quarterbacking  of  senior  Jim  Smith 
of  Hurley,  Virginia,  and  they  have  an  impressive  batch 


— Wayi.and  Photo 

HAMPDEN-SYDNEY  BACKEIELD 
to    r.    Charlie    Denny,    Bill    LeHew,    Jim    Smith,    Tom.    Poland 


of  statistics  to  back  up  their  claims. 

The  Tigers  gathered  in  a  total  of  1,733  yards  rushing 
and  another  444  passing  for  a  total  offense  of  2,177  yards 
to  average  241.9  yards  per  game.  Their  opponents,  on  the 
other  hand,  mustered  but  1,308  against  Tiger  defenses  for 
a  per  game  average  of  145.3  yards. 

Paced  by  Bill  LeHew  from  Clifton  Forge,  who  had 
seven  touchdowns  for  the  season,  Hampden-Sydney  out- 
scored  the  opposition  by  193-52.  So  powerful  was  the 
Tiger  attack  toward  the  end  of  the  season  that  in  four 
of  their  final  five  games  they  scored  over  thirty  points.  In 
all  the  Tigers  scored  29  touchdowns,  hit  on  seventeen  ex- 
tra points,  and  caught  opposing  backs  for  one  safety. 

Spearheading  the  Tiger  forewall  were  Little  Ail- 
American  Ronnie  Henry  at  end  and  John  Hodges  at 
tackle.  Joining  the  duo  which  made  it  rough  on  the  op- 
position all  year  were  guards  John  Tigmo  and  Gene 
Cooke,  tackle  Jim  Frazer,  end  Tom  Lee,  and  center  Ed 
Harlow.  The  flashy  Bengal  backfield  was  composed  of 
quarterback  Jim  Smith,  halfbacks  Charlie  Denny  and 
Tom  Poland,  and  fullback  Bill  LeHew. 

Tiger  reserve  strength,  at  its  best  in  years,  had  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  success  of  the  '55  club.  Among  others  who 
saw  duty  were  quarterback  Joe  Leafe,  halfbacks  Wally 
Giglio,  Sonny  Sommardahl,  and  Tommy  Bryant,  and  full- 
back Bill  Richmond.  Center  Bob  Saylor;  guards  Jim 
Felty,  Jim  Boyd,  and  Frank  Buck;  tackles  Hal  McVey 
and  Fred  Wells  along  with  ends  Walt  Grubb  and  Phil 
Key  all  had  their  hand  in  Hampden-Sydney's  good  for- 
tunes. 

Asked  about  the  Tigers'  success,  Coach  Jim  Hickey 
said,  "I  think  that  it  was  due  mostly  to  the  great  team 
effort  we  got  all  season.  Even  during  practice,  effort  was 
at  the  highest  I've  seen  at  Hampden-Sydney  in  the  five 
years  I've  been  here.  The  boys  all  deserve  a  lot  of  credit, 
from  the  starters  down  to  the  subs.  They  all  did  bang-up 
jobs,  and  we're  real  proud  of  them." 


Henry  Named  To 
Little  All-America 

On  December  1st  it  was  announced  that  Hampden- 
Sydney's  great  end,  senior  Ronnie  Henry  of  Richmond, 
had  been  named  to  the  second  team  of  the  Little  Ail- 
American  team  as  selected  by  the  Associated  Press.  Henry 
becomes  the  Tigers'  third  player  to  be  so  honored.  Lynn 
Chewning  was  picked  in  1948,  while  Stokeley  Fulton  was 
honored  in  like  fashion  a  year  ago. 

One  of  the  lightest  linemen  on  the  selection  this  year 
at  175  pounds,  the  22-year-old  Henry  might  have  landed 
a  first  team  berth  had  the  Bengals  been  a  passing  team. 
However,  Hampden-Sydney  has  employed  a  ground  at- 
tack for  the  past  several  years,  and  therefore  Henry's 
name  has  been  linked  with  his  great  defensive  play. 

Comments  from  opposing  coaches  and  players  as  well 
as  officials  and  newspaper  reporters  around  the  state 
poured  in  on  the  affable  Henry.  Exemplary  of  the  com- 
ments was  this  one  received  from  Coach  Paul  Severin  of 
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RON  HENRY 
Little  Ail-American 

Randolph-Macon,  himself  a  two-time  Ail-American  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina.  Said  Severin,  "The 
Randolph-Macon  football  team  and  coaching  staff 
unanimously  agree  that  Ron  Henry  was  the  best  end  we 
played  against  a!!  year.  He  is  deserving  of  any  honors 
that  he  might  be  considered  for,  and  I  might  add  we  are 
glad  to  see  him  graduate!" 

Henry,  who  has  never  missed  a  game  in  four  years 
at  Hampden-Sydney  and  who  has  missed  starting  only  one, 
is  termed  by  Coach  Jim  Hickey  of  Hampden-Sydney  as 
"the  most  tireless  athlete  I've  had  in  ten  years  of  coach- 
ing. He's  capable  of  playing  sixty  minutes  every  game, 
and  always  gives  100%  effort.  I've  always  felt  that  he 
could  play  for  any  team  in  the  state.'" 

Ronnie,  as  co-captain  of  the  Tigers  this  year,  proved 
himself  to  be  a  real  leader,  and  is  due  much  of  the  credit 
from  Hampden-Sydney's  fine  season.  Although  he  got 
very  little  chance  to  prove  himself  on  offense,  except  with 
his  fine  blocks,  his  defensive  flank  play  was  astonishing. 
Seldom  was  the  opposition  able  to  gain  around  his  side 
of  the  line,  and  he  was  murder  rushing  enemy  punters 
and  throwing  opposing  backs  for  losses.  In  every  game 
he  spent  a  good  part  of  the  time  in  the  other  team's 
backlield,  and  is  one  big  reason  for  Hampden-Sydney's 
fine  defensive  showing. 


Henry  is  a  four-time  football  letterman,  has  been 
chosen  to  the  All-Little  Seven  football  team  on  four 
occasions,  this  year  as  honorary  captain,  and  is  an  above 
average  student.  He  will  be  commissioned  a  2d  Lt.  in 
the   Marine  Corps  upon  graduation   in  June. 

Henry's  selection  to  the  Little  All-America  is  not  only 
a  fine  testimonial  to  Hampden-Sydney  football,  but  to  his 
keen  competitive  spirit.  Wrote  George  Gasser,  Mason- 
Dixon  Conference  official,  "It  is  a  case  of  an  individual 
not  being  blessed  with  too  much  native  talent,  but  by 
his  own  perseverance  and  determination,  developing  him- 
self into  quite  a  football  player.'' 


Six  Tigers  Gain  Berths 
On  All-Little  Seven 

According  to  a  recent  release,  six  Hampden-Sydney 
gridders  have  been  named  to  the  Virginia  All-Little 
Seven  football  team.  Four  were  picked  to  the  first  eleven, 
while  two  landed  berths  on  the  second  team. 

Those  being  named  to  the  first  team  were  Co-Captain 
and  Little  All-America  end  Ronnie  Henry  of  Richmond  ; 
Tackle  John  Hodges  of  Farmville ;  Co-Captain  and 
quarterback  Jim  Smith  of  Hurley  ;  and  the  team's  leading 
scorer,  Bill  LeHew,  who  with  42  points  tied  for  second 
place  in  the  state  scoring  race.  LeHew  is  from  Clifton 
Forge. 

Gaining  second  team  positions  were  tackle  Jim  Frazer 
of   Richmond   and   guard  John   Tigmo  of   Norfolk. 

As  a  result  of  being  the  only  unanimous  choice  on 
the  mythical  eleven,  Henry  was  named  as  honorary 
captain  of  the  group.  A  senior  from  Richmond,  Henry 
has  been  named  to  the  selection  for  the  past  four  years, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Stokeley  Fulton,  former 
Hampden-Sydney  standout,  is  the  only  player  to  make 
the  All-Little  Seven  four  times  running. 

•S)°C3> 

Football  Monogram  Winners 

Twenty-eight  members  of  the  1955  Tiger  football 
team  have  been  awarded  Hampden-Sydney  monograms, 
according  to  Athletic  Director  Jim  Hickey.  Comprising 
the  group  are  seven  seniors,  six  juniors,  nine  sophomores, 
and  six  freshmen. 

Those  receiving  the  awards  were  Seniors  Ronnie 
Henry,  Richmond  ;  John  Hodges,  Farmville;  John  Tigmo, 
Norfolk;  Jim  Smith,  Hurley;  Tom  Poland,  Herndon ; 
and  Sonny  Sommardahl  and  Phil  Key  of  Roanoke. 

Juniors  Tommy  Lee,  Jim  Frazer,  and  Hal  McVey, 
all  of  Richmond;  Walter  Grubb,  Roanoke;  Bill  LeHew, 
Clifton  Forge;  and  Charlie  Denny,  Danville. 

Sophomores  Fred  Wells,  Ed  Harlow,  and  Jim  Boyd, 
Richmond;  Joe  Leafe  and  Tommy  Bryant,  Norfolk; 
Herb  Seay,  Victoria;  Gene  Cooke,  Champlain ;  Frank 
Buck,  Warwick;  and  Manager  Wallace  Hurt  of  Black- 
stone. 

Freshmen  Jim  Felty,  Covington ;  Bob  Savior,  Fork 
Union ;  Wallace  Giglio,  Torrington,  Conn. ;  Bill  Rich- 
mond, St.  Paul  ;  and  Managers  Bill  Wilkins  of  Lynch- 
burg and  Fred  Weaver  of  Medford  Lakes,  N.  J. 
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Tiger  Basketball  Roster 
Lists  Only  One  Freshman 

Hampden-Sydney's  basketball  fortunes,  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  Coach  "Weenie"  Miller,  had  a  rough 
time  of  things  before  Christmas  while  taking  on  four 
teams  of  the  Rig  Six  class,  Virginia,  Richmond,  William 
&  Mary,  and  Virginia  Military. 

However  the  Tigers  get  back  to  their  usual  habitat 
in  the  Mason-Dixon  and  Little  Seven  Conferences  after 
the  holidays,  and  are  expected  to  make  a  good  showing  in 
these  leagues. 

With  only  one  freshman  on  the  squad  and  seven 
lettermen  on  hand,  Coach  Miller  hopes  that  his  team 
will  improve  steadily  as  the  season  goes  on,  until  it  reaches 
its  peak  at  tournament  time  in  March. 


THE  ROSTER 


Name 

Pos. 

Age 

Wt. 

lit. 

CI. 

Home 

Ted  Shepherd 

F 

21 

192 

6-6 

So. 

Washington,  D.  C 

John  Richards 

F 

21 

170 

6-0 

Sr. 

Lynchburg 

Gerald   Duncan 

F 

19 

175 

6-1 

So. 

Hampden-Sydney 

Warren    Carter 

F 

20 

195 

6-4 

Jr. 

West  Point 

Horseley  Putt 

F 

20 

195 

6-2 

So. 

Lynchburg 

Bucky    Dunn 

C 

18 

175 

6-4 

Fr. 

Norfolk 

Russ  Holcomb 

C 

21 

200 

6-6 

Jr. 

Alexandria 

Phil  Key 

C 

2? 

200 

6-4 

Sr. 

Roanoke 

Chuck  Mottlcy 

G 

21 

185 

5-9 

Sr. 

Alexandria 

Doug   Joyce 

G 

22 

165 

5-9 

Jr. 

Fieldale 

Wayne   Land 

G 

19 

185 

5-10 

So. 

Norfolk 

Bob  Humphreys 

G 

19 

160 

5-9 

So. 

Villamont 

Charlie    Holt 

G 

20 

160 

5-11 

So. 

Norfolk 
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OF    TIMES    PAST 
In  The  Early  'Nineties 


My  first  contact  with  Hampden-Sydney  lay  in  the  visit  of 
President  Richard  Mcllwaine  to  our  home  in  Covington,  Va., 
and  the  decision  was  reached  that  night  to  enroll  me  in  the 
freshman  class  of  the  college  a  few  weeks  later  on.  My  first 
impression  of  college  students  came  when  groups  of  them 
boarded  the  train  at  Pamplin,  nearly  twenty  miles  west  of 
Fnrmville,  and  enlarged  on  the  virtues  and  glories  of  Union 
or  "Phip,"  as  the  case  might  be,  and  the  sad  state  of  the 
student  who  had  no  better  sense  than  join  the  "wrong"  Literary 
Society.  The  decision  was  an  easy  one  for  me,  as  my  brother, 
J.  T.  McAllister,  of  the  Class  of  '89,  had  already  signed  me 
up  for  Union,  but  the  incident  will  serve  to  show  the  intense 
interest  of  the  students  in  the  literary  society  of  their  choice 
and  the  wholesome,  even  if  extravagant,  rivalry  between  them. 
I  was  soon  encouraged  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  Society  by 
Henry  W.  McLaughlin,  '93,  who  coached  me  in  the  contest 
for  the  freshman  declaimers'  medal.  I  lost  to  Henry  H.  Sweets 
from  Kentucky,  who,  unfortunately  for  me,  was  spending  his 
freshman  year  at  Hampden-Sydney  while  his  brother  David 
was  finishing  his  last  year  at  Union  Seminary.  I  cannot  say 
that  I  shed  any  tears  when  I  learned  that  summer  that  Henry 
was  entering  Centre  College,  where  he  graduated  in  '94.  With 
Henry  out  of  the  running,  I  fared  better  in  contests  in  my 
junior  and  senior  years.  All  three  of  these  men  came  to  high 
usefulness  and  distinction  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S. — ■ 
McLaughlin  as  Director  of  Country  Church  Work ;  Henry 
Sweets  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Christian 
Education  and  Ministerial  Relief  and  Moderator  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  1935 ;  and  David  Sweets  as  editor  for 
many  years  of  The  Christian  Observer.  I  ought  to  add  that 
Henry  and  I  and  our  families  became  devoted  friends  in  my 
years  of  teaching  in  Louisville  Theological  Seminary,  so  the 
old  score  became  a  passing  and  laughable  memory. 

An  even  keener  disappointment  came  to  one  of  the  Society 
members  of  the  period.  It  was  customary  for  the  contestants  to 
withdraw  whin  the  balloting  began.  This  particular  student  had 
made  a  fine  showing,  was  announced  the  winner  and  was 
carried  into  the  hall  on  the  shoulders  of  supporters — when  a 
recount  showed  that  his  opponent  had  won !  The  disappoint- 
ment must  have  been  deeply  felt,  but  the  loser  was  a  sport  and 
won  the  admiration  of  his  fellows  by  his  bearing  at  the  time 


and  later,  a  quality  that  in  after  years  helped  to  make  him  an 
i  ul standing  citizen  of  his  native  state. 

In  addition  to  their  work  in  the  Literary  Societies,  upper- 
classmen  were  required  to  speak  in  public  on  successive  Friday 
afternoons.  I  recall  one  speaker  beginning  his  speech  with 
"Ladies,  Gentlemen,  and  Empty  Benches."  The  foremost 
orators  of  the  College  in  my  day  were  two  members  of  the 
Class  of  '92 :  Don  P.  Halsey,  later  lawyer,  state  senator  and 
judge,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  Henry  Venable,  future  lawyer  and 
commonwealth's  attorney,  Norfolk,  Va.  These  and  lesser 
lights  of  the  time  made  the  welkin  ring  with  their  eloquence. 

Two  other  institutions  besides  the  Literary  Societies  called 
for  extra-curricular  activities  in  this  period:  The  Hampden- 
Sydney  Magazine  and  the  Kaleidoscope.  Several  students, 
including  myself,  served  on  both  publications.  Z.  Lewis  Dalby, 
'94,  and  then  G.  Baxter  Morton,  '93,  in  time  to  come  efficient 
lawyers  in  Washington  and  New  York,  respectively,  where 
editors-in-chief  of  the  Magazine  in  '92-'93.  and  I  followed  in 
their  train  the  following  year.  W.  H.  T.  Squires,  '95,  who 
was  to  spend  a  long  and  useful  ministerial  life  in  Norfolk, 
contributed  valuable  historical  articles  to  this  volume,  the  be- 
ginning of  his  prolific  work  in  Virginia  history ;  and  H.  Irving 
Brock,  '95,  the  widely  known  editor  and  author  of  New  York 
City,  furnished  a  discriminating  article  on  "The  Field  for 
Southern  Literature"  for  the  May-June  number  of  the  Magazine 
of  '93-94.  I  am  wondering  whether  this  fine  article  did  not 
start  him  on  his  notable  literary  career.  I  recall  that  one  of 
my  editorials  of  the  year  appeared  verbatim  and  without 
credit  in  the  magazine  of  another  college,  but  I  do  not  recall 
drawing  any  comfort  from  the  reflection  that  "imitation  is 
the  sincerest  flattery." 

Dandridge  Spotswood,  '93,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  was  the 
guiding  spirit  in  founding  the  Kaleidoscope  in  1893  and  was 
editor-in-chief  of  volume  one.  Asa  D.  Watkins,  '94,  succeeded 
him  in  this  position  the  following  year.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
Dr.  Watkins  was  the  gifted  and  esteemed  Professor  of  English 
at  Hampden-Sydney  from  1918  until  his  death  in  1932.  Among 
the  associate  editors  of  the  Kaleidoscope  of  the  time  were 
John  William  Basore,  '93,  now  retired  Professor  of  Latin  of 
Princeton  University;  Alfred  J.  Morrison,  '95,  distinguished 
historian  of  the  College ;  John  I.  Armstrong,  '94,  Professor  of 
Philosophy  and  Bible  at  the  College  (1904-06)  and  later  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  church  school  literature  of  the  Presbyterian 
Committee  of  Publication,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Morrison  and 
Brock,  mentioned  above,  not  to  speak  of  others  (physicians. 
preachers,  businessmen)  who  have  given  a  good  account  of 
themselves  in  their  work  in  life. 

— J.  Gray  McAllister,  '94 


